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From; ' Commander Northwest Ses Frootier
Toz Commander in Chief, Fecific Fleet
Viai Commender Fleet Operationa! Training Command, Pacific
SubJect: Prttle Report = Submission of,
1. At the tiwe of the incident reported herein PC Bl5

was enroute to San Diego, California, in accordance wath orders of
Commander Fleet Operational Training Command, Pacific,

2s It is noted that the revort of PC 815 is not in ace
cordance with "inti-Sutmarine Action by Surfaes Ship" (A77~1) which
should be submittsd to Commander in Chief, U. S, Fleet.

3. SC's 536 end 537, CGC'e HONHAM and 78302, and blimps
X=-33 and K-39 engaged in this mubuwarine search, Revorts have been
recelved from the Commerding Officer of eath of these ahips in write
ing and in personal Interviews. An oral report has also been re-
ceived from Iieutenant Commander E. J. Sullivan, U,S.N., Commandsr
Adrship Squeiron 33, who made & trip %0 the area during the search
on one of the blimps,

die Taere 18 2 know magnetic depoait 4n tha area 4n whieh
depth charges were dropped.

5e An anzly=is of all reports coovinces me that there wae
no submarine in the aree. Iieutepant Commander Sullivan states that
he was unable to obialr any evidence of a submarine except one Lubble
of a&r which is unexplained exeept by turbulences of water due o a
~depth charge explosion. The Commanc.ng Officers of &1l sh’ps except
the PC 815 atate they had no evidence of a submarine and &o not think
& sutmerine was in the area.

b Trensmission of this letter by registered msil 1s
necessary and is authorized.

: :&1 A
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U.S. S. PC815

. AL ASCOIRT OF TiE ACTION OFF CAFZ Loonour

Acting unier the orders of t.e Cormender of
Cperational Training Com~and, Pacific Fleet, 161509 ofr Y¥ay,
tie D,5.5. PC215 got under welph from Astoria
et 2116 May 18, 19¢3 enrouts to San Diego,

Californies to undergo Shakedown .

At tre time of departurs tnla vessel was
reasonadbly resdy for action, officers end crew having
been constently drilled and taugcht =since Jarmuary
20, 1943 at which tize, with a few exceptions,
trhe cozplensnt had reported to Portland, Oregon
for duty in connectlon with Iitiing out and
construction,

Proceedling scuthwerad Just inside the steazer track
& ocho renging contect was made by the soundcan then
on duty, Grover,E.l.Ssundmen third cless, e
‘Conmanding Cfficer had the conn ana izmediately slowed
all engines to mhead one third to better echo rensing
conditions, and plecdd the contact deps ahead, 500 yards EWEY .

Tze first eontact was very zeods The target waa
moving left and avey, The bearing was clears The
night was zoonlit end the ases ¥ra flet ¢calm, XNo
skips of any ¥ini wers in 8ight or expected, Screr
nolses, fluttering end without pulsaetion, were distinect
on the bearing end quite different from thea Pulsations
ef our own screws, Tae ertent of beering was about
eignteen degrees with the mushiness of a wake to the
rights The U.S.S. PCB15 closed in to 360 yaras,
feanvhile sounding peneral quarters, TDepth charge
levers on the signal bridge were not used because
contact was lost at 360 yarda, .

Tna range weas Q@ ickly opened out and e gseerch made of
the area with echo ranging eguipment. Contact was rgsdined -
a8t 800 yards and was held on the Starboard beam while
furtker investigation was rades Serexs were presant
and distinct as befors. The bearing was 82111 clear,

vhen none aspeared it was concluded that the terget
must not be & friendly submerine, All enzines weres
brousht uwp to speed, Tifteon knots and the target
¥as brought Goad ancad with ship on course 24c¢ T,

EvriaRrp)
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The target turned awxay and a lead angle was applied
at wiich time the moverent of the terpat was sscertainesd,
The ship swung back to an intercepting course, crossed
over the target ahead of It and leid the first barrege.
Structural firlng charges were in the X-guns and dida -
not explode., The three charges rolled exploded at
thelir settlngs two for 100 feet one for fifty feet,

Tre tontect wss lost at 100 yards indicaeting a terget
depth of 100 feet, .

Attack I concluded {sese chart and chemical rscorder
trace) the range was openad well out on atandarad
procedure and closed azein on the side toward which the
target had been turning, The depth charge boll was sasily
ranged upon but up to BOO yards but difficulty was
experlenced 1n pickins up the actual terzet, ¥%hen
screw nolses and the metalllc quality of the contect
reestablished contact, the ship came up to attack apesd
end made & runs Tne target was foum to be turning
back toward the depth charge distnrbance, Contact
*a3 lost at 20C yards indicating that the terzget had
divad. A four charge pattern was laid, two from
the Tacks set et 2866 feet, two frea the X-guns set
et 150 feet, The time of this attack was CI3Z.

Using stendard procedure & reloastion of the terget
wa3 eccomplished ahd the target again developed for
screvs, target wldih doppler and change of bearing,

The shlp, sleepy and skepticel had cone to thelr guns
aw1ftly and without error. ¥o one, including the
Commanding Officer could readily credit the existence

cf an eneny auvbnarine Lere on the steaner track end

ell scundmen, now on the dbridge, were attexpting to argue
the echo ranzing eguipment snd chenical recorder out of
such & fantastic ideas Testing and evalusting the contact,
the ship srept dack and forth, keeping the contect in
rence on elther box end beac. Sound ctonditions were

gocd and there was not any great interference.

Wien the Comvuanding*Officer and the soundsen had
firally comrleted investigatlion, a third attack wvas made,
A run of 700 yards mt attack speed was compliassed by
the ‘faflure of the chemical recprder. Stop watch
rarge rates vere belng kept and 1% was found that
the &tiack wves a quarter attack with s rate of eizht
Inots. Due to the rapld exhaustlon of cherges, only
twe were used xith settiings of 200 fest.

Stendard procedure falled to regaln contects Circling
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ares ¥ith & sharp lookout. AL 0450, with dawn breakinp -
over m glassy sea, & lookout asighted ma dark object about
700 yafds from the ship #n the atarbeard beam. When
inspected the object seemed to be moving, No definite
conclusion could be reached &3 to the identity of the
obJsct and tbhe range %a9 closed, Although very probably
this object was & floating log no chances wers takan

end the tar get was used to test the guns vwh ich had not
been heretefore fired structurallye The gunners, most
of w.on were men of expertence, displaysd an astonishing
accuracy, bursts and shells converging on the target.

The terget disappeared for saveral mimites and
then, to test guns not brousht to bear on the first
burst, the ahip wes turned in case thes objJect reappeared.
‘The object appeared azgeln ¢losed to the ship. Once more
fire was opened mnd the target vanlahed,

It 1s stressed that no e¢oncluslon was reached by
the Commanding Cf{llcer concerning this tarzet and it is
thought likely that 1t wes merely drift. The effect
upon rierels wes good and the ship wea now mssured that
1ts nevly Instslled puns covld work if nasded.

Only three depth cherces were now feft to the ship.
The chemical recordsr vas belng rephired by the scound
technicinne The naxt three &t tecks were therefora
parsimonious,

Tne fourtn, fifth and sixth attacks were made in rapid
succession with an eye %0 harresa the submarine into
surfacing where it could be worked upon with the guras,

¥ne fourth attack was started from a renge ef 800
yerdss This was a beam attack turning into a qusrter {right moving)
attack. Tne range rate was eleven knots when the
quarter of the turning submerloe was tergeted.
Suspecting en entire reversement of the subrarine course,
the ship used slightly oppeaite lead & gle and then
er.ifted rudder to lay the charge mhead and to the left of
the subrmarine, ametting 150 fest. The contact was maintained
tr.rouchout all but one hundred yards of the run and wes
rogeined o1 ickly, the s=ubmerline cutiing back and toward
the dxplosion point,. '
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Eaving mainteined contact, the ehip awerved back widely
dmmediately after the depth charge explosion and atlx
mimtes later laid $t= next tharge, having atarted ita
run from 600 yards. The sbmarine evidently attempted
to turn in toward the shlip for the range rate jumped
from & box to & hesd on mattack {n a very short distance,
Tne one charge, aet at 150 feet, was firec earli to
anticipate the edvance, This charge, howesver, misssd
by & good seventy-five yards owlng to the continuad
turning end spseding up of the subzarine, a3 established
by quickly regeined sontect. Sersw nelses wers very loud,

A standard sveep wea used to lensthen the range
end a 1200 yard run was Bttenpted but 5t was diecoveared
oving to the depth (about 96 fathoms or 3lightly lesas)
or to some other sound condition that contact at this
distence was dirficult to maintein, The range was closed
back to 900 when good contmct was regained, The target
¥as drewing right. The range rate vas about txelye
knots at first. The mibnarine turned during the run ena
the renge rate dropped to about eight knots with the
saubzsrinets wale Interferring consideradbly in the operstion,
One charge was fired with g setting of 150 feet. This
WAS our last chargas,

Since oud first estsblishment of the target as a subrarine
ve had been sending for Lelp and asrunition. Mo regly
wLs glven us from anyone except "Roger"s As "Roger
could not be rolled off our racls the shlp was forced
to mnlntkin contact as best it coule end hope for
reinforcezents, Bound conditlors began to grow popr,

At 0206 (see radio log) two U.S.K, anti-submarine blimps
appeared, F=-39 and E-33, While we helc contect they
investigated and announced to us that they nad & megnetie
contact where we were holdinz a sound contact, Ye
trisd to conn them into & run but teelr conception of
distfi’ce below them was often in erronr es cuch aa
500 yards. Tney continually confirmed our bearings,

A

At 1306 SC536 waz signted and vas Imnediately inforsmea
of tle situestion. Tne U3S PCB1S regelined contect st 900
yaras and took SC536 attern of her. With the dbullnose of
the SC nearly agalnst our flagstaff we came to attack course,
instructing the S2 to lay her pattern on & slgnal from
our rhistle. Attacking due north we found the sudmarine -
had been 1lying to. It started off and we hesrd screw
nelsess Tarzet width at 500 was about 15 degreoa
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Target gave off screw noises for a moment and then
screw noises ceased. The attack was made, therefors,
without lead angles Allowancs was made for the
distance betwesn the PC prolector of the sound

heed and ths recks of the §T. Tha whistle was
blovn and a five charge pattern was laid.

‘The general conduct of the ST538 is here
remerked upons Her sound gear, WEA 1 was not in
good opersting condition and Lieutenant (Jg)
Froepke, US!R, then in command {(hsr assigned comxmanding
officer did not arrive until several hours after the
inst atisck of the laat day) showed brilliant judsment
end seamanships The laZ between blowing the vhistle and
his leying of the pettern was not more than four seconds
and all charges exploded, Lieutenant {Jjg)} Eroepke
axecuted all orders with promptneses and efficlency -
during formestion steaning to aweep the ares later In
the attacks as well a5 in laying his cherges at owr
comnande

Attention 18 invited to the radlo logs of this perlcd,
from 1330 LT to 1900 LT The cobservetion blimps began
to xight oll and =ir bubblea in tre vicinity of the
last sttacl end finelly a perlscope. This ship
2lso sizghted sir bubbles,

At 1600 the eighth attack wes made, mzain by
tel:ing the 80536 astern and bringlng her over the
target and signeling as befores The target was now
very deep and cherges were set on maxinux settings.
The depth of the water An the vicinity of tnese
asttacks was now sbout 90 fethoma, Tne terget was
roving right at about three knots. -Two charges were
dropped. :

At 1605 o4} was reported egain and tais ship
sexw o0oil., Crest 8ir boils were sesn and the sound
of blowing tonks was reported by the soundnans

Iuring tne action so fer guns were all In a condition
of rexdiness end at least one wetch, Coniltion Twe,
on. duty with tne 40:5! elways bearing and the 3" usually.
All guns were now nmanned with great attention as It
was3 supposed thet the sub was trylng to surfacee. Everyone
was very calm, gunners Joliing about who woulc zet in
the first shot.
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At 1631, using the listening head (JE) to locete
his target, the soundnon on duty, Beors,P.A. Sol3/c
pstablished definite contact, the 5C was drouzht
atern-once more and and a run was made, The ¢hemical
recorder was e2ain in operation, (See chexmical recorder
Trate for this, the Xinth Attack), '

The target was still blowing tanks &nd the water
around i1t disturdbed by alr budbles, Two charges set for
200 feet were 1eid by the BC on ouwr whistle aignsl,

-About two hours sarlier Beers,{ebove), had discovered
& metier of interest by mccidents Beers proved himself
throughout to be an extraordinarily ssnsitive and
intersatesd soundmin with great operaticnel apility and
ve$ &t the stack on ne2rly ell ruans wiille Welez, the
sound technician {¥elch, Lonnle, Soli2/c) operated the
recorder and kept the equipment in a hizgh state of repair/.

Esers had located & second contacts All our cperation
was on relative bearings due to 8 failure at the yard to
inatall a gyro repeated in our Eocund stack, The sSteers—e
neglected to bring Beers ninety degrees right when the
shlp was turned end Beers found hi-nelf pinging on a
roving terget with screws vwhen he had thousht his target
®*is blovwing &fr end 1lylng stlll, The Corzanding Officer
saw the Alfficulty snd Liamedletely recédled the train
of the sounc head, Returning to the first tarzet which waa
moticonleas Beera examined it and four it to b= as before.
Se then'exanineld the new tzrgei, or contect, snd found 1t
to be drawling eway at 2 apeed 6 four knotss, The ext=nt
of beering was adoul nlne dezrees and the ran-e 420 yards.
Opening doppler,

When the ninth ettack was concluded core blosing was
heard and pil was seen cozing to the surface and apreeding,

Contact was sought on the new target but could not
Irmediztely be rezeined,

At 1646 the Const Guand patrol boat 78302 cane alonzside
with 23 depth chorzes end needed ezuipment for thems.
within seven rinutes all charzes were transferred end
within nine minutes two were In owr recks, set to be dropped.
In twenty-three rminutes all charses were ready. This i3
remarized 88 a gauze of the repofnse of the ESt's crew,

while lylng to, taking on these cherpes, g‘cho ranging
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was heard upon us. We were listening with the JK head

and xhen we had located the mource, the bearing wxas found %o
$# clear. All other sources sither had not arrived or could
not operete aound EoOATe

About noon $he Comnanding Officer had concluded
that the 3ubzmerine undsr attack was unable to launch torpedos
for the sea was emooth and the PC was an excellent target,
Accordingly, lying to occaslonad no great concerns

~ Wmen the QC head was directed toward the source ol thils
pinging and the chemleal recorder turned on, no reception
wes noted am our pings were 21l that registered upon the
treces Ve were 8t11)l in the water and the trace ahoved
& ranze rate {see photosztat of trace). 8ontact pessed
vithin 150 yards of owr bows, from starboard to port.

At 1745, (see radlo logs) the dlimps reported
sighting & periscopes Tnis was where charges were
dropped kix3£32%x earlier in the afternoen, Alr
boils were reported in this spod end blowing tanks were
e-ain heryerxgxr heard on our sounc machlne,

The final sitack of the dap was made on & non-aud target,
the S2 eccormoanyling, both ships dropping cone charze. {It
kes not been ascerteinsd if the $I536 dropped more, but only
one vas seen to ezplods)s The cherze was dropped reer the
non sub target.

At 2010 the 82537 errived on scane, ¥¥ The
1U$5°3 Bonhan (IRFE in the radie logs}) had been on or around
the scene since 1738. Tiaese two relnforcements xcened .
to be reluctant to close to contact range and were usually
vell outaide it. CDifflculty (see randlo logs) was experienced
yith these t#o vessela elther because of their 1nexperlence
or unwillinpness. During the night of the 21st when tois
versel was etteroting to male a routine sweep and search
in the standerd aweep forxzetion, nelther the S3537 or the
US35G Bonham showed any understanding whatever and refusegd
by their actionz to cooperate. It 1s later understocd thatg
the Fonham hed & top apeed of £2.2 mlthough she reported °
her specd to us eas 12, and’' thaet she was under the
suvposition that she would blow herself up if she droppad
chargess, The 52337 had one contact which she reported
during the following dey and felled to prosecute it.
The 5C537 left the scene with her racks full of charges
elthouzh the £C536 and the FC815 had exhausted all theirs,
Echo ranse was never more than about 900 yarcs in this ahellow
water and despite orders nelther vesscl would close in to
this with onc exceptlon, a3 noted In the ettacks as of the
followins rcarninge. =
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L£i-ings the afternoon of 1’2y 19 the 5C536 had brought
ps-orders fros Astoris Naval Station to securs and procesd
on “owr originalﬁ orders. Ws Bought to protest these
when they were recelved but evldence seemed to polnt
to plenty of people being on the ascene and so wa secured
reluctantlye. Yie had no more than started away
shen Comowestsesfron cancelled the Adtoria Navsl Station
orders and ordered us to remain on acenes. We ascertained
responsibility and ceme back to the acene.

During the night vessels patrolled. The SC536 waa
ordered into &n oll slick by the dblimp &nd eir bubbles were
seen rising from thia. {See radio log)e Thia
wea in the seeas of the final series of attacks,ofThe JEY

On lay 20, 1943, at 1140 the blimp made contact with
its magnetic gear and dropped .= snoke bomb, The U35 PCBLS
came to general quarters froz Condition I and set out
to cerify tue blimds contact.

Tt pay hers be rezarked that the ccordination between
surface ships and the blizps was excellsnt, No attiack
»ss made, after the arrivel of tpe blimps, without
vepificantion of soud contect by magnetic or magnetlc
contact by sound. DBeceuse her sourd gear was not
workinz properly {which fact she reported to us geveral
tizes) the S3536 stood by for us to verify, Tnis
tegmwork, the bl=p's snoke flares, end the use of ezho
Tenzing gear ssved us many tlmes from losing contzcts

Becpuse we had three tirmes found two sub tergets
on the pravious dey, we considered froz her faillure to
gurfece that one sub was gone down in 90 fethoms. Tie
other still had betteries well up for it made good
speed in subseguent attacks {three to slx ¥xnots)e

Tr.e wide aeerchinz of the blimps and surface ships

ned ringed the ares, blockading ib.
An attack

ooy waa nadd by the SC536 on & plizp magnetle
contect about two hours before the.U3SPCB15 sterted out
as sboves, (3ee radio leg). Favind &£ 50Und gear the

2535 used an oil slick and pat cherges to explode on the

botton, letting go slx charges in sll,

On the blimpts megnetic contact end dropped smole
bombae, the USS PCB15 relocated the contact eand &t 1305
rade an attecck on echo renclng equlpment, This was
Attack JIf. Tne PC attacked on course 320 True
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and found en axtent of bearing of 14 degreea, The
contact had bezsn carefully Investizeted before attacl -
and the submarine, evidently saving batteries,

wes avalting our attscik before it speeded up, -
(Ses” Trace IX), It was moving directly eway from

our bowe at a speed of about two knots durins this

long pericd of investlgation while we kept Dare

ateeraze way behind 1t. ®hen matisfied as © the

identity of the target, having found acrew nolses,

we came to attack speed aa gwiftly as possidle and

tivensh the subrarine wags &l130 heard to apeed up (& out

five seconds efter we wera ahead all engines flank.)

The Co=xanding Officer hes mhacksd this elosely with

the soundrens The monotonous fluttering nolse was not

to be confused with our own screwss We laid a five charge
rattern while the subnerine was coning up to apzed,

Target wes lost at 150 yards -~ 150 feet deep,

At the last morient it was swen that the rubmarine had
Inf¥xzxiIvrrerx rizght ruider on. Accordingly we drew
off, as part of thls attack end closed again vhen the
chenleal recorder was cut off as not reglstering
distinct pings, Somethlnp, ncot yet eateblished was
rrong with tnls recordﬁrfg?til the following dey and
all attacks hereslft¥r’wefi¥rade on indicator 1izht, and mound.
(An additionel reason for this was the excellence of operation
without recorder),

The PC3135 swerved back, picked up contact, found the
target geolng swlftly left (PC now on reverse to fir ¢ attrelk
course) end dropped two more charges set at 300 feet
£Lrom the racks,. \

Contect wra lost et 350 yards, wnich mee—s to Indleate
that the target had dived to that depth, Only & short
tire had elapsed between the two phasds of this atteck,
so short that the PC curved arcund cne of her K~zun charges
in getting back to roll two pores. The first cherge’
explodzd, by rough ¢aleculation, about 50 yards dead astsrn '
of the target, the next two probadbly came closers

At 1342 snother etteck wes made, Attack XIXI.
Saip was on a true course:of 170, The target courss
was 160 Trues A 2mall lead eangle wes Bpplled mrix to the left and
four’ charges were 1laid set at 300 feet,

The bllrps were Inforred thet the target, eccording to
our sound data wes heading inshore into shallower water,
Tne destinetion was predicted and the bljop made magnestice
contzct Iin spot marted by explosioen point for .Attack XIV
on charts



—-— P W b=y
i
1= |.'

It was at this time (1420, May 20, mee PC radio log) that
E=33 »ho was on the scene, pave commrd of 811 surface shipe to
the PC 8150

The PC approsched the flare and smeke bonh where the blimp
bad made 8 mgnetic contact and confirmed blizpls contact,

At 2000 the PC found a target under the blimpis flares,
(3ee Attack XIV) Screw nojees were heard while PC lay to listening,
The range was 400, Bottor nolses m-de the cortact blurred but by
changing angle of search a clear cotact wes made. Tle Ylimp again
cornfirmed magnetic comtact,

At 2003, on true course 095 this vessel care to attzack speed,
Tange 300 yards, using indicator Ucht, sound ard stop waetth, Subtp
course was found to be about 180 true, on which course the mub
steadied. The shallowmess of the weter made 4t necessary to set
tharges for 75 feet, The PC came 4in and dropped charges ahead of
the aub, then put her rudder hard right, pivoting arcund her
startoard K-gun charge ard rolled two fron the racks pet for 150
feet,

The blizp K-33 then drepped inte the explesion pattern, This
vessel having stretched other mhips inte line, attack mas then made
by ther in rotstion on their sound contact, It 1s not known how
accurate were ihelr comtacts. The Bonham dropped on what she termed
» poor contact. Xo record is available at this writing for the
positions the wessels occupled {n line or how many tharges they
dropped. The 5L516 zeens to have gotten her ¥k I into operation
for a ahort pariod here,
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At 2034, whan other vessels had cleared theattack area -
this vessel approached the ares and cerefully sought to
regain eontact deapite the dlsturbed water, Just northwest "
of the-depth charge slicky, at a distance of aeveral
hundred yards, a contact with loud screw nolaes was regained.
All other vessels were to the acufn and west, moat of thenm
with enzgines atopped. E=33 dropped a flare to mark his
regnatic contact which concurred with our sound contacte
This vessel then tock en attack eourse of 335 Trus
and found heraslf on the port guarter of the submarine
which was meking about & knots. A lead angle of five
decrees was appiled and the ctha ges dropped five seconds
after the calculated time,

Elimps, &and ell surface vessels, searched the ares
vithout further contacte

The weather was still good but & slight wing had begun
to soring upe.

All ‘during the following night, the U3S P2815 Lept
the erea svwept s well es 1t could., The moonlizht
showed up Ben 01l slick whlch we investigated, thoush the
s5lick waa too thin for sa=ples,

It was very difficult trring to mzlie the Bonhan and
the 52537 understand thet the eree must be patrolled with
aound gear 1n en orderly fashlion to blockade it. Tne
patrol went from Just south of Eaystack Rock to north
of Cape lookout and bacl: egaln. The SC536 wes placed
gll the way xxix to seaward where the sub mirht be expected
toysurface,

A »eoort that the sub had surfaced off Snand Taks (=es
Chart) caused all vezsels except the Bonham to go flyinc
north to that posltions Eut before flank speed was stiained
the reported "sub™ was reported s a fishins vessel., The
S2536 was detathed to Investizatz, the Bonham masizned & lower
erea whiere 35 would be out of tbg:w%? end the patrol proceeded,

For aome time the 30537 y s.tiigztszJ’éﬁé 3t kes not been
established vhy she %§ﬁ£§%3?'.5-’K. this ordered patrol.

- XYL SR IO O X KA U B RO MO X X SO X YL A S XA MY SR
PN YR X Y YR YR NAYO R LN EY T LY XY TERY

At 0708, Loq 21, 1943, being near the area of the attacks the
night before, this ship stopped to search. (See Chart for
Attack XV).
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At 0704 no contact had been mades This was due to
having lstely maneuversd here to grilreexixpixzn
pick uvp m atrange object, & small round ball laced with
& line netting, wirlch was floating heres, Turbulence
caused by our screws pravented echo ranging.

Suddenly & boll of ‘orange colored oll, very thick,
cams to the surface immediately on our port bow, The
Corzanding Officer %as aft where he had been trying to get
the atrangs marker abgard with the help ¢f his men.

. The watch had been piped down for chow and due to
the gquietness of the arsa the opportunity had been taken
tc ease the barrel apringa on the port 20U and cock
the starboard 20

Fnsign Wiemers, USIR, was Offlcer of the Beck, the
Commanding Officer having had the ceonn since the
bezinning of the sctien on the morning of Kay 19th.
Ensign Wiezmers instantly sighted the oll beil and
sounded General Querters, shouting to gunners to get
guns ready to fire, :

The Commanding Officer came forrard on the double
and sax & aecond boll of orange oll rieing on the other
zide of the first.

The soundman was loudly reporting that he hezrd
tanks being dlosn on the port bowe.

Every man on the drildpe 'and flylng bridge then saw
- the periscope, moving from right te left, rlae up through
the first oil boll to & height of ebout two fcet.
Tne barrel ard }ense of the instrument were unkistakable,

By efficlient 2nd swift work, Costes, C.C. 522/¢
had gotten the forwerd 20/% loaded and lecey, Vi.Toe, Gl2/C
hod the Port 202 ready to fire, Thls 1p some fifteen
to twenty seconds, Both are expert gunneras,

On the eppearance of the perlscope both gunners,
Iscey and Coates, fired stralght Into the periscope,
rance sbout Tifty yards. Tne perlscope vanished in
en exploslion of 20127 bulletss It caennot be ascertzined
1f the periscope was hit.

As the skip was dead In the water, charges could
not be imredletely dropped. The sub hed been turning es
1 to pget buck undecr the ship. Only two charges were
left to us, one loeded 1n 8 K-~gune on the virong £ide.
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wa telled ships to the aree, Thers wore ac few
charges left to any of us that we wished the' next attack
to be final and concerted. .

The appearance of another orange o1l boil shead
of us caused us to open out the range rnd gather
apeed rnd then search back for the contact, We
eoulé not establish contact though we searched the
area in wide aweeDs.

It waas then reported to the Comnanding Offlcer that
both main enzinas would have to be atopped to replace
rellef valvess Tnls was not urmsual for depth charging
end unaccustomed stress had showed up much slackness
in the installstions Permission was grantec to shut
down one erngine at a tize for no longer then ten minutes.

o mimutes after all capinec Aad :f-pfcaf,

Duri.r.this period.the goundman on cuty, Beers,
reguested Yt search orders end was glven 35C degrees
by way of novelty., Kkis first ping found contact
tead astern of us., The wind drifted us to sterboard
.and the contect remwuined stationa Y % ezerined
the contact end developed 1t, It was the zubmarine
iving to, evidently having followed hard in our walie.
The mzin enzines were reported repaired.

We drew off, swiftly, and came to atteck courae,
The first renge was s out 900 yards. Waen we cazme up
to spesed we cut in the chemlcal recorder, {(See trace
16) {See chert Attack XV).,  The submzrine turned
to the left an2 gave us her port quarter and then neaerly
her port beam. Her screws were very plaine. Change of
beerins was to the left. lloderate doprler, A lead
er-le was epplied (ettecl course 339 T,)toc steacdy on
215 True. GChzrzes set for 200 feet, Fired by recoriera
Tvo charzess Contact lost ot 25C yards,

A moried exslosion met this attack concurrent with
the d:pth charge explosions,

Trne tarzet wos then exarlned when regaln contact
rrocedure haod been exegcuted.
rh

The blinp exemined the terget and confirned.
fhe S5536 was brought up to the scene end taken 1n
behind us. Ve exa.ined the target frem a range of
52 0 321‘63 ]

At 1005 we sterted mtteck XVI. The 3C536 was led
astern of us.. The f£irst range at ottack speed was 700,
stteck speed 12 knotss The target was moving stralght

avay from us on course C75. FEer spced was very low,



Sorie difficunlty was experlenced in pinging tﬁrougb the sud
X2z wal:s Bnd for this reason the chemicel recorder was
not cutXin for this run.
% Thers was no change of bsarlng. Terget width waa about
8lx degreess Noderate opening inclination,

On atop watch & range rate of © knote was esteblishad
end the ahip Bpeed was 12 knots,

On v istle signal the 5¢ laid her charges, The Commanding
Officer of the PC then swarmed up on the signal dbridgs
and saw that the SC vwas nearly 75 yards behinds, The
Coonendlng Officer then blew another signel when seventy
five yards had run on his stop wetch which was £t1l11 running,
The SC then pald a second barrage,

The {irst barrage e~xploded, by calculation, just astern
of the subnsrine. Tine second berraze exploded on 1ts
bds a8 nearly es could be jJudged,

All the charges of the SC snd the PC B15 had then been
expended.

A segrch formetion was tzken up end no sign of the
submerine could he found through 360 degrees,

A patrol forzstion wns organized, The CG Bonherm wes
securcd efter transferring her charges to the 537, A long
blockeds was fermed erourd the ares when no further contact
could be galnad,

The weather was petting bed with low visibility and a
moderste msea running. Raln was coxning down intermittently.

Tne PC ran up the tozst on its sector ard came
upen the YZLr¥PI3x3» Ty xxPLrP22-PR% TSS 77€. The
778 hed orders, according to Capteln Barner, which pernoitted
her to Join the attxk, but she protested very strongly
against helplnge Sne wes fihally broucht into some sort
of swecping formetion which she held raggedly, requesting
contimially to be alloved to be securad. She was led down
to the spot of the last attack for she frd fifty depth charges.
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Contact wa3 regiained on a8 guestionable target
in the area of the last attack {See Attack XVI)a
The-contact wes metellle, had a width of bearing
of 5 decreea st 300 yerds and was evidently
on the bottox. There was & Btrong echo. The drifting
of this ship made 12 n pear for a moxmert that the target
hed a range rate of 1; knots but this was ahortly
establishcd as an effect of wind and current. Tne
‘contact, whatever it was, ashoved no inclination and
chanres. But 1t nerrowed to {lve decre=a at 400 yards
vhile we circled 4t end then widened to fifteen as wa
came arcund 1t, nsrrowed again and wicened egein,

We gave the PC778 erplicitf directions on the
contact, We were motionless in the water. We tried
to pass the contect over to the PC778B.  She feiled
to get the contaet, nainly because shes was over a
thoueand yards froo 1t and dld net come ups At this depth
(about thirty-twve to thirty-six fathoms) &ith the
rouch sen) the contact could not be helo at thst
distence. She felled to allow for drift and finally
we recalled her to keep her from golng eground end
Bent her on her svay with her fifty charges. She would
not part with any charges or any pert of them elthouch
thls preszntel no prodlec, the se’ belng calm encugh
her to allor &n ST to teke off an officer fros her
without the use ol boats, Orders from Comnowestseafron
cape viez anolher 57 wiich 3rld we coull not heve the 778.

In the lotc efterncon, just before sunset wea
ran & horizon patrol. The visibility was shutting down
stea<ily dbut we wished to keep any sub, if any were
left, from surfacing or running ewvay.

Twelve hourrs after the last atteck the Aarea was
8%t31l1ll calm, The contact mbove mentioned was still thers
but we could do nothing ebout it. Tre—S5353%—stixl

. Ab eldnicht we vere, secured by orderas received {rom
Co:nowastsearrong end returned to Astoria, =sr2iving at
daylizht the morhing of the 22nd of Nay.

Total time in contact with subwarines ®a5 552}onsecutive
houra. {55 hours and 27 minutes)

Total time in eres searchinz was £8; hours. {68 hours
and tnirty-seven cinutess)
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Totel depth charges expsnded dby this vessel, 37,

Total casualties, 3, all very minor.

Vekorlel casualtles, nucerous, all minor, masinly
to enginess The engines were repaired on the scens
®ith the parts at hand whenever they broke down,

Failure oo the part of & gunner to properly
aasemble the parallelogram of ths stmeboarad
20:31 {he reversed it) ceused this gun to go off
¥hen pointad at the zenlth and expend a full megazine,
cutting away our antennses, The gun was nct at the
time manned.

PERSCINEL CONDUCT REIPORT

211 personnel behaved with unifora attention to
duty., Calrly and cheerfully, deapite lack of sleep,
all hends executsd their regquired duties with
erficiency.

Lo man 15 eingled out for praise for to praise one
would be to preise all,

Yo man 1s censured for no men required censure.

4 report on the officers 1a pubmitted &s follows:
D3KR

Lieutenert T.5. I'oulton,/Executive Officer, handled
Communications end Fire Control for the guns during the
ection. Ee Bhoved 2zeal and irazination In the execution
of duty end displayed his abllity to recelve and carry

An - <

LTI CF R REMNHY 47 £pgeddared @ valuavle orficer,

Ensign L,E. Walker, USYNR, Gunnery Officer, stayed hard
by his post &3 Gunnery O[ficer and personally supervised
the handling of depth cherpgses. iis feat of essenbling
zZ depth cherges In 23 minutes, of having two ready
in the racks two minutes after trensfer was completely
effected, deserves mention re m record. The firing
lag of depth charges was cut down to & fractlone) amount
by his timing and more then once hls example caused
buch mccurete dropplng that two and, once, three charres,
exploded slrulteneously. There wes no depth charge feilure
except for the structursl firing cherges which werse already

in the guns,
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Easign L.E. VWiemera, USXR, First Liesutenant,
carried out &ll prders efficlently and p omptly.
He ®as diligent in maintalning the materiel -
condition Affirm throughout the action., Xe spent
long stretches of duty a3 Officer of the Deck and
in this respect was esnpeciaslly trusted, His performance
of duty had no highlights. It was uniformly dependable
and quietly effective. He bas proved himself to be
an sble officer, m good ship handler and, in all,
g veluadble part of this ships An early promotion to
Lieutenant (Jjunicr grade) is recoumended for this
cfficer.

STUIARY

Vhen thils aship returned to port under the orders
of Coznowestseafrony¥, she was received with considerable
skepticinm, Eer records had not been exarined, her
crev had not been guestioned end no gqualified report
had been nade,

Tnis ahip was handicapped by tbe lack of outside
6id froo entl-submarine werfare officers. Tne only
anti-subzerine waerfesre offlicer present being
Lieutenent {junior grade) Froepke of the 81536,

Tnis officer, natvrally eble, end treined In ASY
wes ow blscest help whille in conrmand of the SC536.
Ynen the resular cozmranding officer of that ship was
troucht to it by the PC778, ceooperatlion from that

. direction ceased,

Tne ceptelns of E-39 end K=-33 vere Ailigert,
verticularly the latter whenever he assused command,
but they showed m deep blank on the usual knowledze
of A5 one might sxpect of theme They did, however,
beeutiful coordinction work vhen cooperating with
surface shipa,

Tne redlo intercepts from shore stations near the
scene were garbled becfuse the bliops oparsted on
5 watts and could not reach. Therefors only A fragment
of thelir orders, confirmations, etc. reached shore atstions,
The, garbled conditions of such logs seemed to be dus to
static. This garble led to erroneous oplnions,

Tne Astorla Revel Stetion d12 ell possible to aid,
Ad21tionel enmunltion nes not sent becruse the bar was
runring too high after the first lo24 of 23 cher ges was
delivered,
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The U.5.S. PCO1S wes manned by S.C.T.C. trained
wfficers and petty offlicers, experlienced in hendling
A5’ vessels or at least closely instructed,

The sourd egquipment of the U.S.S. PCB815 is
QCS and was easlly the best, probadly the only,
efficlert sowd gear on the acene, well caresd for and
well-manned,

41) ettack conning was done by the Coamanding Offlcer
"ps well e all usuel connlng during the periocd of

attacks, search and petrel, With due sllowance

for lsck of rest, all attacks were conducted and

operated on standsrd procedure on the doctrine of

Fleet Sound School, Fey West, Florida,

Tals vessel mppreciates the favor of
Connowestseafron for allod ng 1t to remaln on the
scene end leter, for the interview,

CLAT

It is specifically claimed that one submarine
presumsbly Jepanese, peossibly a mine-layer, was
zeged beyond abllity to leave the acene end that
one submarine, preswasbly Jepanese, possibly & zmlne
layer, was demaged beyond ebility to return to
its baxe,

Tr.is vessel hee resuested permission to seerch for
possitle wrecka on the bottom to bouy thex to
be areprt for or cdived fore It 'is the opinion of thls
vessel thet £t least one wreck may be Tfound, neer
the acene of the 1lest ettacks for In the in-the
vicinity of mttacks VII, VIII, and IX, in 92 fathoms
of weters Due to stress of atteck or later ettempts
to get awey, these positions ey pnot merlk, exzsctly,
the locelity of any freck.

This vessel wishes no credit for itself. It wes
buili to hunt submorines, Its people were trelined
to hunt sutmerines, Altnough exceeding its orders
orizinally by cttecking the first contact, this vessel
fezls only thet i1t hes deone the Job for wiich 1t wes
intended ané ciends ready to do that job agelin.

. hon Eubbard :3‘-

Lieutenent, P-V({8), UIR
Comnandlng U.S5.8, PCELS



