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HISTCRY CF¥ o
BLIMP SE{UALCRCLH FCURTLEN QVEEEELS
CHRCNCLOGY

16 Mesy 1944 Four combat ¢ir crews and skeleton muaintencnce
units totzlling 22 officers and 62 enlisted
men deperted NAS Weeksviile, North Carclire,
es an edvance detechmat of Blimp Squadren
FCURTEEN to esteblish &n eirship base at NAS
Port Lyautey, French Morocco.

17 May 1944 Advance detaechment sailed from Norfolk, Va.
aboard the USS EEHCECTH, AVP-50, with masts,
and. gear necessary for setting up ferry
facilities in the Lzores znd a permnenent base
at NAS Port Lyautey.

22 May 1944 The mejor vortion of Blimp Squadron FCURTEEN
wes officielly deteched from Fleet Airship
Wing CNE and from the EFastern Sea Frontier
an¢ revorted to Commander Fleet Airships,
Mlantic for orders to duty unfer the operationsl
contrcl of Commender EIGHTH Fleet and transfer
to NAS Port Lyautey. The remeinder of Squedren
FCURTEEN was designated as Blimp Squadron
TRWENTY-FCUR, Detachment CNE to operate in
Fleet Airship Wing CNE at NAS Weeksville,

24 May 1944 US5S REHCBOTH arrived at the Port of Praia da
Vitorisz on Terceira Island in the Azores. Tvwo
officers and eight enlisted men disembsarked to
set vp two exvediticnary masts.

27 May 1944 USS REHCBOTH arrived at Cassblenca disembarking
thne remezinder of the advance detechment of
BlimpRon FOURTEEN. The detachment arrived at
Crawv Field¢ north of Port Lyautey later the same
day to begin setting up an airship base on that
field.

28 Mey 1944 Seconc oversees detezchment of RlimpRon FCURTEEN
consisting of 35 officers and 139 enlisted men
sailed from New York ezbozrd the USS MISSICN BAY,
CVE 59, for Port Lysutey. On the same day the
K-123 and K-130 began their traznsoceznic ferry
flight by deperting NAS Scuth Veymouth, Mess,
for Argentiz, Nevwfcundland, erriving there on
the following day.

30 May 1944 K-123 and K-130 departed Argentiec for Terceira,
Azores, erriving there on 31 May.
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1 June 1944

3 June 1944
6 June 1944
7 June 1944
13 Junel944

15 June 1944

19 June 1944

26 June 1944

1 July 1944

18 July 1944

28 August 1944

1/ Septerber 1944
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K-123 &end K-130 landed «t NAS Port Lysutey
upon completion of ferry flizht from Tercelras,
Azores.

First flisht from Port Lyzutey wrs treining
flizht made by the K-1Z3 this date.

K-122 macde first onerational patrel flizht in
the Straits of Gibreslter.

Seccend oversezs detzchment of SlimpRon FCURTEEN
arrivzd =t NAS Port Lyzutey.

Two eirships were employed for the first time
in the petrol of the Straite ¢f Gibreltar.

K-109 and K-134 arrived at NAS Port Lyautey
unon comnletion of s trens-Atlantic ferry
flizht which begzn =t NAS South Weymouth on
11 June. '

Two airships on patrol in the Straits of
Gibraltar were ordered to denart the area
imnedistely because of the aprroach of Gerwan
gireraft.

First convoy coverage given by BlimpRon
FOURT=EN from NAS Port Lyezsutey.

K-112 end K-101 completing « ferry flisht
which began at NAS Soutnh Weymouth on 27 June
2arrived at NAS Port Lyszutey.

BlimpRon FCURTEEN tock rart in a specicl anti-
submzrine trzining progremr involving zn all
nignt exercise in the Straits of Gibraltsr.
£1]1 units, ¢ir and surfoce, @ssigned to the
Streits patrol perticipeted. X-112Z success-
fully landed and wes masted t Gibreltar in
the first service test of LT facilities
established there.

The Scusdron moved to & specinl orercting
field built by the.CBs west of Craw Field,

In enticipaticn of acircshiv mine spotting
onerctions nezr Toulon, eight officers end
fourteen men together with a stick msst
were flown by R5D from NES Port Lyautey

to Cuers, Freance,
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16 September 1944 K-117 deperted from Port Lyszutey for Cran,

Llgerie on the first leg of & ferry flight
tc Cuers, France,

17 Septerber 1944 K-112 landed at Cuers, France, mwarking the
first time since Vorlc Ler I thet a U.E.
Nevy zirship coperzted in Eurcre.
20 September 1944 K-112 made first mine spotting fligrht along
the southern coast of Frauce.

24 Septedmber 1944 Sneclal 211 night MAD barrier pestrol wes
estebiished by the K-112 zt the entrznce

tc Toulon Harbor to prevent entry by enemy
one-m&an Subnerines.

29 September 1944 X-112 rhotozranhed cdezmazge to Toulon Harbor

to @ssist Frenecl suthorities in the reconstruc-
tion of that port.

3 October 1944 BlimpRen FCURTEEN'!s petrel of the Straits of

Gibraltar wes cancelled beczuse of wezther

for the first time since such patrols were
begun cn 6 June 194/,

19 Cctober 1944 Commender Emmett J. SULLIVAKN, USN, wes relievec

as Commander Bllmp Scuadron FOURTEEN by
Lieutenznt Commander Franklin 5, RIXEY, USN.
3 November 1944 K-109 wes ferried from Cuers, France to Bizerte,
Tunisia, to conduct mine plotting and sweeping
operaticns in the Tunisizn Var Channel,
12 November 1944 Mine spotting opereticns in the Tunisian Vier
Channel were comrleted this dete. A totzl of
two mines were sunk and thirty-one plotted
during the operztion.

21 Novermber 194/ K-109 wes ferried to Csglieri, Sardinie for
mine sweeping orerations. Initiel survey of
outer Gulf of Caglicri wss made after com-
pleticn of twe hour ferry flight.

22 November 1944 K-109 plotted 61 mines in its first oversticnel

mission flown from Ceaglicri.
& December 1944 K-101 calibrated EDF stetion at Mogodor, French
Morocco, 240 miles south of Port Lyautey.
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31 December 19.4

15 Janusry 1945

1 Febrvery 1945

13 Februsry 1845

71 Februsry 195

78 Februsr. 1645

3 Marech 1945

7 March 1945

17 March 1945

3 Anril 1945

14 Lpril 1945
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K-130 sufferred extensive dzmage to the
uncerside of its cer when 1t struck en
embenkment during take-off for night patrol.

K-123 was zccidentelly deflated on the field
at NLS Port ILycul when ¢ jeep cdriven by e
perscen nesing ¢s & French officer beceme
entengled with the airship's rip cerd ,
resvlting in the rlppine of the ship.

K-11Z uvsing facilities &t Oran end Bizerte

escorted nuvel vessels in the Mediterranean
carrying President Franklin D. Roosevelt
to the Teheran Confererce,

K-134 photogrerhed urnderwater mines ani
uncerveter barricedes zlong the French cosst
under the orders of the Supreme Headcuerters
Alliec¢ Expediticons=ry Forces.

K-13%4 photogranrhed shore cefense instullations
«t Toulon.

K-1Z4 rhotogranhed cities, towns, coast emrd
city fortifications eand harbors cleng the
coast from La Ciotat to the Gulf o St.
Tropez on the southern ccast of France.

K-101 wes ferried to Littorio Field, Fome,
Itely to zic in loceting the sunken USS
SWERVE off Anzio, Itealy.

K-101 ves ferried to Czglieri from Rome cfter
conpletion of the Anzio operation, during whichk
it essisted in loceting the USS SWERVE ernd in
plotting mines arocund it.

K-120 wes flown for the first time sfter
undergoing repsirs, due to damege which had
resulted on 31 Decenber 1944 vwhen it struck
an embankment during teke-off.

Advance base located at Caglieril, Sardinis
wes officielly closed.

Officers exnd men with two stick mests depsrted
NAS Port Lyau®y to set up facilities et
Lagzens, Lzores for hendling the K-8% =nd K-11/
being ferried tc BlimpRon 1/ from the States,
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28 April 1945

29 April 1945

1 Mey 1945
4 May 1945

31 May 1945
& June 1945
10 June 1945

1 July 1945

9 July 1945

28 July 1945
30 July 1945
31 July 1545

5 August 1945
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K-89 end K-114 deperted NAS Veeksville on
first leg of the trans-Atlantic flight,
erriving et Kindley Field, Bermuda the
seme dey. '

K-89 and K-114 depzerted KincCley Field and
arrived at Lagens on 30 Arnril 1945.

K-89 anc K-114 lanced at NAS Port Lyautey.

K-101 errived ot Pise, Italy end begen mine
sweeping in the Gulf of Genoz on the following
day.

Stick masts and crews arrived at Lido, Italy
to establish &zn advance base for mine spotting
operaticns there,

Last operztionsl anti-submarine flight wsas
made by Squedron FCURTEEN from NAS Port Lyautey
with the K-112 escorting & 55 ship convoy.

K-13/ wes ferried from Cuers, France to
Lido, Italy where it begen its first mine
spotting mission two days later.

Erecticn of the defleted K-1232 wes begun in
the Hengar at Cuers, France.

Fleet Air VWing FIFTEEN (the Squadron's immedicte
administretive commander) deperted the European
Theatre. BlimpRon FOURTEEN was then assigred

to Commender Navy 214 (CO NAS Port Lyautey) for
administrative purposes and remeined with
Commander Naval Forces Northwest African Waters
for operetionzl purposes.

K-12" was successfully test flown =fter
re-erection et Cuers, France.

First flight in Yugcslavian waters was mede
by the Lido airship this date,

Deflztion of K-101 wes started in the hengar
et Cuers, France,

NAS Port Lyeutey airship was used by French
officials to photogreph Rabest, French Morocoo.
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17 August 1625

21 August 1945

2 September 19.5

15 Septenber 1245

19 Septenber 1945

26 Septeuber 1945
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K-112 wes ferried to Cuvers, France from
Port Lyauty feor defleticn end storage.

Port Lyautey airshiin weas used by U.S. Army
to photogreaph Caseblence.

K-112 was defleted at Cuers, France for
storage.

Advance bese &t Plsa, Itely wes closed and
operctions terminzted.

Detachment £t Lido, Itely was closed and
operations terminated.

A stick mast wes rezdied on Takeli Field
on the Islend of Malte, thus officizlly

ovening a new scvance base of Blimp Sqguzdron
FOURTLEN.
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BLIMP SQUAPRCN FCURT:i:'N CVERESEAS

HISTCKY CF

NARRATIVE

Blimp Squedron FCURTEEN wes trensferred from the U.S. Naval
Lir Staticn (LTL) Weeksville, Elizsbeth City, North Carolins and
from the opereticnzl control of Commander Eastern Sez Frontier
to the U.8., Navel Air Station, Port Lysutey, French Morocco znd
the opercticnel cognizance of Commender EIGHTH Fleet to provide
egirship ¥AD barrier patrols over the Straits of Gibraltar.

Although advenced detachments and arrangements had gotten
uncer way prior to 22 May 1944, it was not until that dzte thet
Squedron FOURTEEN was officially transferred from NAS Weeksville.
is of that dzte, the Squadron, consisting of 6 ZNP- K-type airships
end specislly designated personnel, wes detached from Fleet Airship
¥ing ONE and from the control of Commender Eastern Sea Frontier.
The Squedron reported to Commander Fleet Airships, Atlantic for
orders to duty under the operctionsl control of Commander EIGHTH
Fleet and trznsfer to the Naval Air Station, Port Lyautey. The
reqainier of the originel Blimp Sguadron FOURTEEN continued at
NAS Weeksville and was designated Blimp Squedron TWENIY-FOUR,
Detschment ONE. .

BlimpRon FOURTEZEN w:ss ordered overseas in May 1944 after
twenty-four months of operation:l flying from NAS Weeksville.
When the movement to NAS Port Lyautey, French Morocco had been
conplet=d severel weeks later, these LTA "firsts" had been logged

in the Squadron's record:
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1. For the first time in history, nen-rigzid airships had
mede transztlantic flizhts,

2. For the first time in histery, =2n operating airship
siuadron had been moved overseas as & unit. Previously, when
oparationsl recuirements demanded an eirship sguadron for
oversezs duty, a completely new squedron was formed and sent
overseas.

The speed with which the move was made demonstrated the seldom
considered mobility of a blimp scuadron. The dispaten from the
Cominander-in-Chief United States Fleet ordering the transfer wes
origin~ted late on 9 Mey 1944. On tne morning of 17 May, the
first detachment of 22 officers and 62 men, together with masts
and airship gear, sailed from Norfolk, V=z., aboard the USS
REHCBOTH, AVP#50, while the remainder of the Squadron--other
then those who were to ferry the cirships scross the Atlantic--
seiled from New York City abosrd the USS MISSICN BAY, CVE #59,
on 28 May 1944.

Transeatlantic flights by the first two of the Sgurdron's
complement of six airships began 28 May, and tne Sguadron was
flyinz ¥AD berrier patrols in the Straits of Gibrzaltar on the
nizat of 6 June 1944.

Initizl shipments of gear which accompsanied the Squadron to

Port Lysutey included six mobile masts, two expeditionzry mests,
and 800 cylinders of heliuun. Porteble purification units, engines

for engine changes, and sinilar gear followad & month ar so later.

Commender Emmett J, SULLIVAN, USN, assumed comiznd of the

-
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v

queadron et the time of its transfer from NiS Weelsville on

22 May, relieving Lt. Comdér. Hasrold B. VAN GORDER, USHR. Lt.
Zoudr. Gordon H. WINTON, Jr., USNE, who had been Executive Officer
of BlimpRon 14 for four months, retained thst position when the
Squzdron was ordered oversecs.

The organization of the Squadron wis chenged somewhat by
the transfer overseas. Since blinmp meintensnce problems were
beasically different from any of the problems encountered by HTA
activities besed at fields from which the zirships would be
overating, 1t was necessary to bring some nuinteinance personnel
overseas as pert of the Sguzcdron. These included ground handlers
&5 <ell as check crevws of riggers, mechanics, znd electronics
specialists.

On 17 July 1944, these mecintenznce personnel were plzced in
en Aircraft Service Group which left only flying nersonnel in the
Scuadron, Althouzh the 128 men in this Group were carried on the
roster of Fleet Air Wing 15 Hedron; éhey rencined an integral
part of Blimp Squscron FOURTEEN. L£11 thelr records and pay
accounts were re tained in the BlimnRon files, and jurisdiction
in matters concerning duties, liberty, and discipline remeined
with Commender Blimp Sgu=dron FCURTEEN. Only function actually
affected by the division was advancewent in rating; these men were
edvanced witnin the Fleet Air Wwing 15 Hedron complement.

Movement of the Squadron involved ferrying six airshins
&cross the Atlantic Ocean. To speed the delivery of the ships

A&
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to the opersting arez, a nortiern ferry route wes selected.
Ferry stoos 2long tne route, where tvwo expeditionury masts were
set up and an emergency supply of helilum established, were
Argentia, Newfouniland, and Terceira, Azores, "Jum lng off"®
field for the flights was the U.S. Nevel Air Stztion, South
Weynmouth, Messachusetts.

Three flights were wade with two eirships in eacn fligsht.
The K-123 and K-130 were the first two blimps to make the crossirng.
They took off from the Naval Air St{ation, South Veymouth =zt
22502, 28 May 1944. Six crews were used in the ferrying oﬁeration;
two crews flew the ships from South ¥eymouth to Argentiz, then
returned to South Weymoutihh to =ick up the next two airships; two
other crews flew the blimps from Argentls to the Azores and
returned ezeh time to nick up the next two airships at Argentie.
The other two crews flew the sirships from the Azores to Port
Lyautey each flight.

The K-123 and K-139 arrived at Port Lyautey on 1 June; the
K-109 and K-134 on 1 June; and the K-112 and K-101 on 1 July.

The finel flight wes the spezdiest. Weather during this
flisht was more favorable then it had been on the previous two
crossings. Average ground speed during this flizht vas 60
knots for the 3,162 mile trip. Strongest wind encountered during
&1l the flizhts wes the 48 :nots on the starboard bezm which

the shivns encountered between Argentie =nd the Azores on the

second flizht. This resuited in 55 degrees left drift .

Loran gear, dead reckoning, celestizl nsviation, radar and

-4-
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radio aids to novigeticon were usad in navigating the airsnios
across. Both ships navigated, one checkinz on the positicn of
the other. Naval Academy gradustes, who were airship pilots,
were used as navigators because they had more navigationz1
trainine than did resave officers. The blimps maintained voice
communication throughout the flights.

Operating averages, computed from all three flights, showed:

Average rpm: 1400

Lverzge Altitude: 500 feet

Aver:zge fuel lozd: 1150 gellons

Averege hourly fuel consumption: 30 gallons

The airships averaged 3,100 pounds statically heevy at
take-off.

In the words of the pilots who flew the fligshts, here are
condensed descriptions of flights along ech leg of the ferry
route:

First Leg: Soutih Weymouth to Argentia (Third Flight)
"K-112 and K-101 tockoff from NAS South Weymouth at 2216Z

27 June 1944, destinction Argentie, Weather conditicns were:
Teke~off - ceiling uniimited , visibility 10 miles, wind southwest
10 knots. At 500 feet, the wind picked up to 25 knots from the
came direction. Wind remained from the stern to (uartsrly during
the entire flight., The visibility gradually reduced. From Cape

Breton to Argentis, instrument flizht was necessary. The air-

shins at take-off were aporoximately 3,500 vounds heavy. Normsl

‘teke-offs were effected. Ships flew with 8 to 10 degrees down

—5-
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elevator until excessive welgnt due to extra fuel nzd been
Both ships hendled well snd hzd no discrenencies
Course wzs set

turned.
Depaxture ses teken from North River at ©2452.
The Loran gesr in

for a voint 10 miles soutn of Cape Sable,

the X-112 would not remain in calibration and gave very voor

results throughout the flizht :#lthoush 1t had been checked prior
Raedar contact witn Cape Sable was msde at 0LlLl5Z,

to take-off.
heving covered the distance from South Weymouth to Czpe Seble
27 knots,
Redar

&t an zverage ground spe=d of
of Nova Scotiz wss lost.
Z. Due to

s mede &t 07202

we.

"At 05452, radar contact

contect with Micuelon Islands
feulty Loran gear in the K-112, the shi»ns did not &agree s

closely in their navigation as on previous flishts.
nositions were averagod and no difficulties were encountered.

Communications vwere agein set up on 3195 kes. for shin to base,
Position renorts were

Communications

and 3475 for intm-ship communications.
Ten miles from the base,

trensinitted every two hours on the even hour,
5 messcge

were very zood throughout the flieht.

after having been told to come directly in, -

instructing the airships to stend by for a2 half hour because of
The X-101 held 10 miles

zerc-zero conditicns at the field.
s 100 feet and visibility 3/4 mile.
from the field at 300 feet and the K-112, using the irgentis beam

and radar, made its landing.
the approcsch, came in and broke throu:sih the fog just before the
-b-

However, the

was received

On landing, ceiling was given

The K-101, using similer zids for
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landing party wes reached. The zirships burned zn sverage of

425 gallons of fuel."

Second Leg: Argentis to Azores (First Flight)

"After a morning take-off, scatfering clouds began to form
during the afternoon and the wind incresased in velocity from 12
to 27 knots. Positions were checked by using the Argentiz and
Forbey radio ranges and by lines of positioning obtained from
sun sights.

"Loran fixes were consistently accurate. During the evening,
the sky besceme overcast with a layer of stratus, giving & ceilding
of zbout 800 feet. The veleocity of the wind was between 25 to 30
k¥nots andieered to WNW, Navigaticnzl informution received from
K-123 checited with data recorded in the K-130.

"Excellent reports were received from a weather ship located
some 800 miles out along the flight pvlan route. With dats so
obtzined it vwas possible to determine accurztely advance wezther
and to predict the time.of passage through a front which extended
scuth-westward crosSing.the predicted trzeck of the zirshin some
400 miles west of the Lzores. Throughcut the nisht, the sky
remeined overcast and the ceiling varied between zero and 800 feet,
At 21307 the wind shifted from W to SSk and 1ncrecsed in velocity
to 35 knots. The drift changed from 5 degrees right to 30 degrees
left., Heavy rein was encountered with moderzte to strong turbulence.
At zbout midnight, ceiling and visibility improved. The wind
havled sround to the westward and decrezsed to 25 knots velocity.
The Lagens redio range wes nicked up some 300 miles from the

destinntion., Loran bearings were used until zbout the time of

-



DECLASSIFIED

contacting the Lagens range. The 1slands of Corvo and Flores

vere sizhted on the radar screen st a distance of 85 miles. The
altituée of the zirship making the contact was 2,000 feet. During
tie remainder of the flizht, radio aids at Lagens znd rader were
used to fix nuvigationsl position.

"While in the littor:1l weters of the Azores Islands, courses
‘were altered to avoid visual contact with targets obtasined on the
radar scrzen. The wecther durlng the last 300 miles of the trip
was festured by broken to scattered strato-cumulus clouds and
unlimited visibility. The wind wes from the southwest, varying
from 15 to 20 knots.™

"Third Leg: Azores to Africa (First Flight)

", ,.The K=130 assumed the lead position at cruising eltitude
on the prescribed course. Engines were synchronlzed and leaned
out at 1420 RPM, giving an indicated airspeed of 54 knots. This
speed was maintained through the flight, with the exception of a
brief interval of time when it was deemed desirable to slow to
1275 EPM in order to reduce the effect of turbulence while passing
tarougn a series of squaslls. Light winds from the NNV prevailed
@uring the afterncon and evening. Throuch breaks in the clouds,
the navigators were &able to obtein good results from celestisl
observations. Positions were periodically checked by RDF bearings
obtained from Lagens. At zbout 2000Z, the sky became conpletely
overcast and the wind shifted to = northerly direction and
inerecsed in velocity to 15-18 knots. Veather reports broadcast

from Legens were recelved at reguler hourly intervals.
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nc wrs noticed =t 01307 &nd rescned ¢

e

"in increcse in w
neximum of sbout 35 knots ¢t 0300z, Heevy rainkgualls vere
enceunter«¢ from 02000 to 0/00Z. Gustiness without chanege in
direction chirecterized the wind during this veriod. Thunder
shiower zctivity wes genersl =ncé zero-zero conditicns obteined
excent when lichtnin~ flashes coccurred. The sirshins vere flovwn
et eltitudes verying hetween 300 end /107 feet. Little or ne
trouble wes occesioned by verticel turbulence, Durins the early
morning twilisht, the werther sbeter £nd the wind bacited to I
:n¢ finelly to Wik, pgiving the eircshins ¢ couforteble teil com-
nonent., The track wes cltered in order to intercert the Port
Lyevteyv radic range., FExcelient ciiecks were cbt-inec fro- RDF
hecrings from Febat-Szle end Gibrslter., The Port Lyautey renge
wis nicked un 130 miles from thne station., Satisfectory lines of
ticn were cbteined from sun observetion.”

Lfter the srrival of the shins ot NAS Port Lyezutey, the
Scuedron received congretulatory messages from Comniender-in-
Chief, United Stetes Fliet, Commender £ir Force, Atlentic Fleet,
Commancer Fleet firships, Atlentic, Commender North VWest African
Vieters, end Commander Fleet Zir Vins 15, )

The transfer of the Ecvedren from the Stetes teo the £fricen
arez resulted in chznres of crercstionsl commend, Tne cirect
ovnercticnel senior of the Scusdron vwhile it wes omercting from
the Novel 2ir Strticn et Weeksville, Elizebeth City, N. C.

QO
7
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wzs Commander Eastern Ses Frontier. In the African arec, the
direct oreraticnsl commsnder was Commander Fleet Air Ving 15.
Commender Fleet Airships, Atlentic continued to furnish logistic
supporte.

While ZP-1j was operzting cut of NAS Weeksvllle, its chief
function had been to patrol FIFTH Naval District waters and to
escort shipping which passed through those waters. MAD gear was
employed regularly durlng these patrols. The transfer to North
Africa changed the emphesis of the function of the squadron. In
the African theater, the chief function of the zirship was to
provide a MAD barriler at night in the Straits of Gibralter. As
the Squadron became established at NAS Port Lyzutey, it was
assigned additionayﬁuties——escorting convoys, searching for sur-
vivors of crashed gircraft, and utility flights such as calibrating
United States Army rsdio direction finder stations.

Later, the new airship function of joint operztions with surface
craft in sweeping for mines was developed by the Scguadron during
operations along the southern cozst of France.

The assizmment of the airships to the Straits patrol mede it
possible to maintsain a 24 hour MAD barrier in the Straites of
Gibralter to prevent enemy submurines from passing through. Vhen
Blimp Sguzdron FQURTEEN wes orcdered to Port Lyzutey, Patrol Bomber
Squadron 63 maintzined the barrier in the Straits during daylight
hours, and, on three occasions, had detected submerged U-boats
attempting to pass through. But the berrier, or "fence" zs it
wes celled operaticnally, vwes not mainteined =t night beczuse of
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the low altitudes imposed by the use of the MAD gezr. The 100-
foot =ltitude, at vhich sny airerzsft using the gear had'to fly
in order to employ it successfully, coupled with the restri cted
area in which the zircraft had to opercte in the Straits of
Gibraltar, made night flying by the PBY scguadron too hazardous
to be practical. Therefore, the blimps, which could fly at the
low gltitudes re. uired, were assigned to maintain the patrol at
nizht.

Operztionsl pestrols in the Straits of Gibraltar by BlimpRon
1 began the night of 6 June. The X-123 and K-130 were mede
available for operationsl employment 2 June, which wes the day
following their arrival from the States. However, assigned
Gibraltar petrols were not started until 6 June because of the
time needed to "brief" zll co:umands concerned regerding the employ-
ment of blinps in the Gibralter arez. Two zirships were flown
on ths Gibrelitar patrol for the first time on the night of
10 June 1944. Flying of two eirships in the Straits was
especially hazsrdous during the first few nights since both
blimps were blacked out and they vere constently pessing each
other et distances of epproximetely 1,000 yerds as they mede their
rounds of the "fence", Rada;/zzzd to evoid collicsion courses.
Fisk of collison was so gZrect under these conditions thet the
British issuved &n order permitting the use of running lights on
the eirships when tvio or nmore were operating in the Straits.
Twic @irchins became the reguler patrol, except when opersticnd
Inteiligence indicated¢ the presence of enemy submsrines necr the
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approcches to the Strelts; then three blimps were used.

Flichts scheduled for the Gibrelter petrol tock off from
NAS Port Lyevtey at 18004, and arrived in the Straits about
2070zZ~-Cepending upcn vind conditions. The petrecl was mece at an
altitude of 10C feet iIndicated on the r«dio eltimet=r. The airship
went off stetion ¢t Q6154 and ususlly ves lended cbout 0830A--
meking an everage flight of 1% hours. Four pnilots end six en’isted
men vere In the crew, To reduce to & minimum the hzzard resulting
from constent low-zltitude flying, watches viere changed every hour.
Benzedrine suvlrhrte ves carried in the nsvigetor'!s kit to be
given to any personnel the command pilot thought needed it to
prevent dangerous drowslness. Reder vies used to "keep on the
fence" which covered the waters betveen the 100-fsthom curves
elong & line drawn from Point Eartolomo, Spain, and Point Mzlabate,
Spenish Moroccoe.

The petrol of the Streits by the blimps wes meintalned without
interruptionifrom the night of 6 June until 3 October when the
eirships dicd not teke off becsuse of frontel zetivity. On several
occasicns, the girships returned to the bszse early becsuse of
vinds of 50 knots 1n the Straits.

The first night the sirships returned from petrol early wes
19 June when Gibralter radio notified the ftwo blirps on patrcl
thaet enemy e¢ircraeft vere wpprozching them from the northeast.

The airships immediately were blacked out end ecch wes flown out
of the Strcits over the ftlentic ccezn. During this hurried exit,
which weés made “irectly intc a 30-knot wind, the twe shins hugged
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as close to the "neutral" shores of Smnish Morocco znd Spain
zs they szfely could beceuse, cn the nmiecht before blimps sterted
lying in the Streit, 12 enemy bombers hac pessed through the
"fence™ at en altitude of 200 feet to meke sn stteck on Gibralter.
During the first six weeks operaticns, the eirshins left the
"fence three times on receipt of wirning from Gibraelter concerning
enemy plsnes. L Scuadreon coctrine wes set up esteblishing tectics
to be employed by the blimp when enemy zircrsft were nezr. This
proviced for the blzacking cut of the irsh’p, flying at s low
an altitude as vossible-~-52 tc 75 feet, keeping close teo the shore,
anl proceeding slowly cut of the Straits., It wes believed that
the slow speed might confuse any attempts at radar tracking made
by the eremy. It wes thought that he might pnossibly confuse the
slowmoving eirshin with surface cruaft.
The ¢lrships obtained #nd develored several MAD contzcts
during their pstrel of the "fence" and on one occesicn -- 2 July,
16 Mark IV contect bombs were dropped. However, durling the
pericc thet the blimps were orerating on the fence, intelligence
reports indicated that it was extremely unlikely that enx/sﬁgﬁgrines
had ettempted to "run the Straits", To test the efficiency of the
petrol, British submerines conducted exercises with both the PBYs
end blimps in the Streits. On =7 and 23 Aucust, flve zirships
worked with HMS VORACICUS and detected this submerine on 14 out
of 16 submerged runs through the blimp-patrolled "fencer,
Operationzl treining empheasized Joint flying by two or more

tirships a2t low zltitucdes end in close formeticn., Detection end
~13-
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tranrping petterns for twe ené three eirships were developed,
Ttelien and British submerines operating from Gibralter, end
French submerines copereting from Cesablenca, French Morocco,
vere used¢ to ccnduct éxercises emploving the procecdures and
tactics develoned for two or wmore &irships. Teamwerk betveen
the &irshiv crews wes thus develored to a point &t which blimps
could actuelly de "formetion" flying safely. To simulate actual
operaticnal conditions, British submerines attempted tc run
through the Straits gzt night on severel occasions c¢s & treining
exercise for 21l craft--surface and air--cperazting in the Streits
of Gibtralter aznd its aprroaches, On these exercises, the submerine
either vas detected befeore it resched the blimp "fence™ or passed
through the blimp "fence" &zt & time vwhen the blimps were nct on
patrol, so its value as & training exXercise was lost to the airships.
Strong winds were the only weather fector that seriously
hamperec¢ airship operations in the Straits. Because the area
covered during the patrocl was so small, winds had to reach 30
knots or more before they seriocusly interfered with flying the
"fencet, Experiments indicated that as long as a ground speec¢ of
18 knots wes maintained, detection with the Mark VI MAD geer wes
possible, Occasicnelly, patrols were mainteined in winds s high
as 45 knots. Since the winds through the Straits were elways at
rizht zngles to the fence, it was possible to drift up anéd down
the "fence" in winds &s high s 45 knots, Unier such concitions,
however, the efficiency of the "fence" was very low because the
altitude flown had to be above the desired 100-foot altitude, ang
=14~
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thie ground speed wes at times &t the extreme uminimum =zt which
MAD signals could be expected. Usuelly the cirshirs returned to
the brse if winds were 35 knets or more,

Beginning in Cctcber 1944, worning fog at Port Lyautey, which
et times did not burn off until ncon, probrged flights four or five
hours since the airships hed to circle the field until the fog
lifted.

A mobile mast wes set up at Gibrelter which served zs an
emergency landing field for airchips. An eirship pilot wes kept
on duty at Gitralter tc direct amy lendings or shi- henclings
that might be necessary. Landings vere made 18 July to st the
Gibralter facilities. Wind spill from the 1,396 foot"Rock"” mede
shiv hendling dengercus but hot impossible. The mast at Gibraltar
wes dismantled in September cnd shipped to Cuers, Frence,

In azddition to the routine patrol of the Straits, the Scguadron
wes occasionelly assigned missions escorting comvoys. The first
escort mission in African waters was flown on 26 June, Other
missions in the African theater included calibretion of United
Stetes Army hirh frequency direction finder stetions and searching
for survivors of crashed cirplanes.

There vwere three blimp fields szt Port Lysvtey. During the
first two months, the airshi- s operated from two temporery fields
near the HTA rumwsys at Craw Field. Field Number 1 vwes 2 small,
rouch field used &s the bliwp meintensnce eres. It wes wedged
betvween HTA shors, texi weys, and seaplane ramps on the Sebu
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River., Teke-off from this field wes heszerdous end lancings
arduous in no-wind conditlions. In operating from the field,

the drag rone Las used s often as the leng lines. Field Number 2
wes a clesred arzs north of the esst-west runvcy at Craw Field,
This field vies cleesr of obstructions &nd offered amrle room for
blimp overeticns except when four airships were mcored on the
field, Crsw Field tover controlled the movements of both blimps
end airnlanes an’ no trouble was experienced in the cperction of
both types of creft from the seme field.

Field Number 3 was e field especlally constructed for the
blimps by the SesBee unlts on & hill one mile west of Craw Field,
Surfaced with "spoil" from z neerby cuerry, which consisted of
clay, rock, and rock dust vetered =nd rolled, the field wes 820
feet by 1,020 feet with & 247 foot rurmway, 202 feet wide, projecting
westward from the long dimension. Since the field wes cut into the
top of the hill, it hezd & threé degree slope. A 20-foot bluff
edged the high side of the field. Five mooring circles with
congete blocks for anchoring mests were built into the field.

Four cirships were operated from this smzll field. When all six
shins were at Port Lyautey, two were kept on the maintenance field
where purgine units were loceted.

Maintenznce problems at NAS Port Lyautey were the same as
those encountered ih the States, but thelr scluticns often had to
be effected by new methods. Becsuse of the tempercte climate at
Port Lysutey, the airshins did not unfergo much deterioraticn as
the resilt of being moored in the open &1l the time. Winds were
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mild znd temper:c turec seldom climbed cbove 90 degrees Fahrenhielt
cduring the dry sumrer months, The helium supply o¢nd purificeticn
problem %as met successfully., Esrly in July 1944, tvo rorteble
nurificstion uvnits vwere placed in overcsticn. Designed by the
Eurezu of Aeronszutics and E. I. DuPont de Nemcurs and Cc., Inc.,
the purificztion units opercted on the princirle of selective
absorption of zir from helium by refrigercted sctiveted chorcedl,
Purity of the airships wes kept a2t desired levels, although the
tvwo plants geve consicdercble trouble, Vibraticn caused meny pipe-
line lezks.

Engine changes were made by use of crane trucks during pericds
of nc vwind conditions. Repeirs to teil surfaces were successfully
maGe after web lacdders had been modified bysqmzdron riggers to
make possible rigeing checks and inspection of the upper verticzl
fin.

Loss of the K-101 was averted on 15 September 194/ by fast
work end the cooreretion of ¢11 herds. The zccident wazs the
result of a frezk shot during blasting operations on Field Number 3.
Two stones were hurled through the enelope after the z2irship hed
been moved to what was considered z safe arez by the SezBee
rersonnel doing the blasting, Temporery patches were applied,
but not before about &,000 cubic feet of helium had been lost.
Plecing the K-101 bsael in Tlying status was tewporarily deleyed
by the breaxdown of the vortable purification units abecut the
first of Qctober.

The XK-109, on 7 August, was struck by z wrget tow cable when
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& PBY relecsed a terget sleeve over Field Number 2. The cable
rinoed throuzh sixteen Inche:z of the envelope. Within 2%

ninutes aftsr the c:zble had struck the ship, temporary patches
hzd been aprlied with the loss of only 8,000 cutic feet of helium.
The ship was declsared to be in =n operetionzl status for flights
the next night.

On the night of 19 June, the K-1320 struck the water while on
patrol in the Straits of Gibraltar, resulting in the loss of the
radar hat and radlo azltimeter antenn=., At the time of the accident,
the ship wss proceeding out of the Straits after having received a
werning that enemy airecraft were aprroaching.

The movement which led to the development of joint operations

e

between =n zirship &ant surface craft for winesweeping bégan in
September. Two combat alr crews arrived at Cuers-Plerrefeu air-
field in scuthern France, on 14 Sentember 1944 to est:blish
faeidities there for operzting one blimp. Commznder EIGHTH Fleet
orcered & single sirship to France in order to confuct experiments
in mine spotfing and plotiing. The K-112 arrived at Cuers on

17 Septenber 1944 and expariment:z1l mine plotting began on the
morning of 20 Oeptember. The airship had been ferried to Cuers

in an uneventful trip which incluced an overnight stop at Cran,

3

Llgeria, where & stick mast n

b}
-

.l been set up.

Q

Puttine the facilities of the Cuers eirfield into shape for
hondiing an airshis taxed the lnrenuity of the two aircrews since
they arrived at the aerodrome only 12 deys zfter the liberation of
the port of Toulon, 11 miies to the northwest. At one time, the

field had been =n elaborzte lighter-thazn-cir esteblishment, with
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two 870-foot hangers and Tive gasometers for storing hydrogen.
Vhen tne K-112 arrived on 17 September, three Spitfire scucdrons
.ere flving strafing missions from the field. The British coopersted
wholeneartedly in setting up blimp feeilitics on the field. They
indicated the areas near the field which had not yet been Ce-mined.
RAF enginsers, using dynamite left behind by retrezting Germans,
aided in blzsting holes for mest anchors in the tough, rocky soil.
Australians aided in gzround handling the s#irshi» during the first
few days after its srrival. Durlng the first weeks of operation,
fuel and gasoline truck were supplied by tne British g,uadrons. In
orcer to make possible cowmmunic:ztions between blimp and the field
tower, a VHF transmitter-receiver from a Spitfire wzs installed
tenprorarily in the zirship,

Durinz the first week at Cuvers, the blimp creis lived on army
C and K rations. “hen errangenents had been comnleted witn Navy
azctivities in Toulon, chovw was excellent. Officers and men cocked
their own food and washed their cwn clothes during the first few
weeks., Officers lived in a French villa--which a few weeks before
hod housed Germen officers. The enlistzd men lived in French
2nlistes men's barracks.

Except for rocfs that lesked an doors which had no gear for
oneninz or closing them, the hangzrs at Cuers .ere in good shape.
£.ft=r a neval mine disposzl officer had inspected the stiructure
and declared it free of "booby treps", the doors cn one of the

hzngars were nut into operction by the blimp crews. Gear for

operating them had long before been mede inoperative, so block
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and tuackle were rigzed so that trueiis could be used to »ull the
doors open ond closed., The 170-foot hanger sill mcde cdocking
operations risky--cspecially without & mobile mast znd when
uzinz inexperienced groundhancling personnel. The mobile mest,
which was dismentled in Gibralter and shipnned to Cuers, did not
arrive until the last week in October., But the shi> was success
fully docked durineg the first weeks without the mobile mast
during periods of no vwiné confiticns. One hundred twenty hour
checiks were held in the hangcr, and gear still in the hangar which
had been used for working on rizid zirshipswess nut to use for
checking the K-112,.
At about the time that the RAF moved from the field, =2
United Stetes Army air/sea resme unit moved in. The fuel truck
whicin this unit brought with it repnlaced the British truck which
hzd been used for fueling the airship, and gasoline was hauled in
50-g51llon drums frdm Toulon. A few weeks after the arrival of the
first blimp, & group of German prisoners wes zssigned to the Cuers
aerodrone, and the French Commundant of the aerodrome assigned some
of them to tune BlimpRon to aid in ¢ round handlinz and other duties,
The stztiec Itzlien-French battle line wzs zbout 7) miles east
of Cuers. On 29 September the K-112 searched for mines in the
Gulfs of Juen and Nanoule--which were within 25 miles of this
battle 1line. Officers and men on pressure watch while the ship
was moored cutside c-uld see, on moonless nizhts, artillery flashes
from this front. Germen reconnaisznce plenes frecuently rere over
the Cuers zercdrome and on one occasion dropped flares.

20—
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Violent "mistrsl" winds caused the blimp personnel more
trouble then anything else at Cuers. Not until 16 October 1944
were aerology facilities established at the field which made it
possible to predict the mistral which 1is & gusty, tufbulent,
nortawest wind. It rushes out of the Rhone Velley with velocities
of 50 and 60 knots and sometimes rersists for days. The K-112 rode
cut thres such "mistrzl® storwus during which gusts of 60 knots were
registered and the wind averaged 40 knots. Inspection of the shin
after each of these storms revezled that no unduve wear hzd
occurred in the nose assembly or mast. After the arrivzl of the
aerclogy unit, vhich consisted of personnel from Fleet Air Wing
15 énd EIGHTH Fleet, it was possible to forecast the "mistrzls™
and dock the zirshin{(s) before win’s became too strong.

Lerisal mine plotting and spottins work from the K-112 began
20 Septemer 1944, The mine fields 2long the southern coast of
France ~ere moored beneatn the surfazce of the wat-r at depths of
about 20 feet. 1In order to see them from any aircraft, it wes
necesssry to fly almost directly over them at altitudes of about
300 feet. The slow spe d of the blimp, along with the unobstructed
viewv. of the weter beneatn the ship, msde the airshin en ideal
platform from whictz tc spot the mines. By use of ASG radar gear,
it also wes possible to plot the position of the minefields,

'hen the K-112 had been sent to France for the mine spotting
experiments, it hed been fitted at Port Lyzutey with a loud sneaker
unit to make possible ranid communication with surface craft.

Tests with minesweepers in the Toulon srea indicated that they
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had nc difficulty in understanding instructions given over the
loudspeeker., This unit slso made possible communkation with

cruft &s smell as rowboats., On 1 October 1944, the loudspesker
wes successfully employed in Rade dtHyeres to gulde a rowboat

from YMS #27 to a submerged object suspected to be z mine. In-
vestigatibn proved the object to be a2 submerged net buoy. However,
this was &n excellent demonstration of the use to which the loud-
spezker unit could be =ut.

A dispetch from Commender EIGHTH Fleet to Chief of Naval
Operations on 29 September i944 declared the plot-ing of mines
by the blimp had been completely successful, and the blimp was
more suited to the work than airnlanes. Commander Task Group 8l.4,
the unit teo which the blimp weas assigned for the mine plotting work,
suggested durlng first week in Cctober a joint operation between
the sirship end minesweepers in en actual sweeping maneuver.

On 9 October, the K-112 spotted and plotted a2 field of 15
mines 6.5 miles off Ciotat bay. This field had not been previously
reported and it waes selected as the site of exmerimentzl joint
operations between the cirship and minesweepers. This experiment
was started 13 October 19.4 under weather conditions of visibility
of ?-3 miles and ceiiings of 400-800 feet, with rzin showers.

Five French-manned YMS's and an SC vere assigned to conduct the
expéeriment with the blimp.

£11 the surface craft were United States vessels which had
been turned over to the French. Two French officers vwere aboard
the airship, along with an Americ:adn officer from the staff of

-~
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Commznier Escort Sweeper Group, tc observe and cid in the co-
ordination of the operaticns of the blimp and surface craft.

A1l comnunications were in French, so the French officers handled
the radio and loudspezker microrhones aboard the airshir.

LAfter rendezvcus had been effected zbout 17 miles off the French
co=rst, a2nd the loud speaker znd radioc gear had been tested and found
onerating satisfezetorily, the airship proceeded to the minefield
unprotected; the function of the airship w:s to locate the last
mine in the field, mzrk it with smoke flare, and then gulde the
leadin: minesweeper to it.

After apvroximately an hour's investigation, the zirship
signeled the five mineseepers to enter the field streaming thelr
gzear from the starboard. ©Smoke flares were dropped on vwhich the
lead ship coculd gulde. Instructions by voice radio and flashing
1izht were given constantly from the blimp as the ships neared the
nines, On cne occasion, the lead YMS was turned awey frem a mine
in 1ts nath, On the first sweep, one mine wes cut. The SC sank
it with gun fire, Two more passes were made and a mine cut each
time. Because of the visibility being so poor, the sweeps could
not see the coast line six miles away for navizationa2l ~urnoses
& they recuested that the operation be delayed until the next day.
On the following day, 11 more mines were cut and sunk in the same
joint ovneration employed the day before., Since 15 mines had been
counted originslly by the blimn in the field, a check was made on
the third “sy. The blimp, after investigrnting the entire area
agein, repvorted an object deep In the water. The YMS's were
instructed to streem their gear at greater depths than they had
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been using and to pass over the arees marked., The fifteenth mine
wzs thus foun? and sunk.

Conuznder Escert Sweeper Groupn, in his report to Comaznler
EIGHTH Fleet on the operztion, sent this dispatch at the conclusion
of the second dey of the experiment:

11 50520A-~FRENCH DRAGGEURS OPERATING WITH AERIAL RECCNNAISANCE
PARTY IN BLIMP TCDAY CCMPLETED Tw0 DAY CPERATIONAL CLELRANCE CF STRIN
OF MINES BETWEEN 43 03.12 NCRTH 05 36.45 EAST AND 43 04.82 NORTH
05 33,08 EAST X TCTAL 14 MOCRED CCNTACT MINES CUT AND SUNK BY GUN
FIRE X THIS FIRST TIWE COMﬁINED BLIMP AND SWEEPING CPERATICNS
LTTEPTED X BLIMP OF GREAT ASSISTANCE TO SWEEPER USING VCICE AND
VHF RADIO AND DROPPING FLEARES LNC CN ONE CCCASION TURNING SWEEPER
AVAY FRCM MINE IN HIS PATH X FULL R=ZPORT FOLLCVS BY MAIL X CHECK
SWEEP OF AREA WILL BE MADE TOMORROW.™

The K-109 arrived 1n France on 24 October in order hat mine
svotting onerations might centinue while the K-112 wes undergoing
an engine change, BShertly after this airship arrived at Cuers,
Comﬂander EIGATH Fleet directed an eirship at Bizerte, Tunisia,
for mine plotting work in Tunisian waters. The K-109 was flown
from France on 3 November in the execution of these orders.

On 19 Cctober 1944, the commend of Blimp Squsdron FCURTEEN was
changed. Commender Emmett J. SULLIVAN, USN, was rclieved as squadron
comnanier by Lieutensnt Commander Franklin S, RIXEY, USN, in cere-
monies conducted on the airship field at Port Lyautey. Lt. Comér,
RIXEY was ordered to BlimpRon 14 from BlimpRon 12 where he was
scuadron cominander. Commender SULLIVAN became Air Group Commender
(LT4) on the staff of Commander Fleet Air Wing 15,
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Historicel highlizht for BlimoRon 14 during the three-month

period--November, December &aend Jenuery--wes the estzblishment of

¢ detachment st Cegliari on the Italian isli-nd of Serdiniz. It
wis from thls detachment--which beczme Advence base Number 2--that
rezgulerly schecduled jolnt mine sweeping overztions between blimps
and surface creft were first carried out. The setting up of the
Ceglizri detzchment began late in November zfter the comnletion of
mine spotting operations in the Tunlsicn war chennel.

Commender Teask Force 8l.4 inlitisated the operations in the
Tunisian waters when he recuested on 29 October 1944 by confidentiszl
dispetch 291326 the use of &n airship for making & check sweep of
the Tunisian wer chennel. VWhen his recuest wzs approved by Com-
mander EIGHTH Fleet, the last stick mast remaining at Port Lyautey
wes flown to Sidi Ahmec Field near Bizerte, Tunisiz during the
first week 1in November. Two flizht crews from Port Lyzutey erected
it en® the K-109 ves flown from Cuers, France on 3 November to
Bizerte.

Flisht operaticns begun /4 November and, during the two-week
operation, tvo mines were sunk and 31 plotted in the waters in
which the zirshlp and sweeps from MinRon 11 operzted. Blimp crews
flew 76.2 hours in ninespotting missions during this two-week
menNeuver.

While the operation from Bizerte was undervcy, Comander
£mnhibious Forces 8th Fleet recuested on 13 November én his
1216244 that en airship be made svellable for joint sweeping
overztions in viaters sround Ssrdini=. The settinz uo of this
additicnsl advence base meant the procuring of = mest. No stick
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masts remained at Port Lyautey. The arrival of the mobile mast at
Cuvers, France from Gibraltar lste in Cctober, had made the stick
msst at Cuers not vitzl to airship operations since the hangers
there made it possible to operste more then one zirship with the
single mobile mast. Therefore, the stick mast at Cuers was tsken
down and flown to Elmss Fleld near Cagliari, Szrdinlz and erected
in time for the XK-109 to begin onerzsting from it on 21 November
after the Tunisian work had been comnleted 18 November. The mest
wzs left on the Bizerte airfield so that locstion mizht serve as
an alternate base for blimps operating in the Mediterranean.

The flizht crews which had flown the zirship during operations
at Bizerte were moved to Cagliari and the Sguadron's Advance Base
#2 came into being. Another flight crew was tcken frm Port
Lyautey to meke a 4-crew detachment at this advance bese.

After errival at Cagliari, the K-109 imumediately began
making preliminary surveys of the waters around Sardinia. This
zerial survey work sometimes proved previous plots of the mines in
error. Such a case cccurred 25 November, when 83 mines were plotted.
A minute diagram of the mine pattern was made and the fact that only
two lines existed instesd of three lines as reported by intelligence
was established. During this preliminary survey work, 268 mines
were plotted fromthe airship.

On 26 November, commnanding officers from several units attached
to MinRon 11 were flcown around the Gulf of Czgliari to observe
mine fields and types of mines and to investigate suitable anchorages

for surface craft, Aboard the sirship during this flight were
comnanding officers of MinDiv #32, of the USS INCESSANT (AM248),

of YMS unit attached to MinRon 11, and of YMS #200. A secord
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such demonstrztion flisht wes flown on 29 November when Commnender
H. W. RCBINSON, who was relieving Captain G. H. WILLIAMS as Com-
mander Task Groun 8l.1l2, flew abosrd the airship.

Captein WILLIAMS, befcre being relieved as commending officer
of Task Group 21.12, directed from the K-109 the first joint oper-
ations at Cagliecrl between sairship end surface craft. The czirship
operated with 5 sweeps and 3 trewlers at the approaches to the
Guif of Cezgliari.

It was 6 December--when AM boats operating with the airship
cut and sank 8 mines--before any mines were cut at Caglizri. In
a tyniczl operation, the blimp would work with 5 or more surfezce
craft, merking with smcke flares the positions of mines before
and after their mooring csbles had been cut by swesps. This
marking incressed many times the speed with which en area could be
swebt safely. Efforts to sink the mines by gunfire from the blimp
proved unsuccessful. On 13 December, the K-109 fired 60 rounds
in an attempt to sink a mine which had drifted into unswept waters.
The danger of demage to the airship which would result if & mine
exploded forced pilots to remain so far away from the mine that
gunners could not hit 1t. If it were not for the danger of the mine
-exploding when hit by gunfire, the mines could heve been sunk.
This was demonstrated on 26 November when the airship sank two net
buoys wlth gunfire.

During December, the K-109 flew mine sweeping flichts on 17
gdays during which 56 mines were cut and sunk. Except for one
other day when a utility flight wss ﬁade to Bizerte to pick up
sup~lies, the weather kept the blimp on the ground. There were
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no deys on which surfece craeft ccula operate and the eirshiv
covld not because of weather.

During Jenuery 1945, the Caglirri eirship was flon on 15 dsys.
No mines vere svept during this ronth, most of the flichts being
~lotting missions with officers from minesiueepers egbocrc. OCn

19 Jenuery, while ecscorting & YMS whiclh wig sweepl én enchicrage

&

necr Port Guines, the eirshir wirnec the surface creft thet she
was heading for ¢ shosl north of Berni Rock. The YMS imredietely
mede & sharn turn to starboerd, sveiding the shoal buvt losing

her cear on the rocks., Subsecuently, the eirship directec the YMS
through deep vater, enrbling her to recover the sweeping gear by
poingjgﬁggthe shcels over veice redio.

Meanvhile & single zirshiv continuec tc be operated frcm
Cuers, sfter the osteblishment of the advance base &t Caglicri.
The Cuers deteclment ¢ié not narticipete in eny Jeint sweeping
operetions during November, Decerber, end Januwery. The airship
vhich orerzted from there during tuese months was flown on mine
nlotting and ecort missions. French minesweenping urits lete in
December ennounced plans to begin sweeping operations 15 Januery,
but, ot the end of Jenuery, sweeping of mines zlong the scuthern
coast of France had not yet started.

During these three months, the coastsl waters from Nice in
the esst to within 40 mi‘es of the Spznish border in the viest
were surveyed from the blimp. Kepezted sweeps were mede in
arecs wvhich presented specicl sighting problems. One such ares
ves the waters into which the Rhone River, mecde muddy by winter

reins, emptied. Muddy vater in this arec mede the spotting of
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submerged ovjects slmeost impossible et times. If surfece winds
exceeded 12 tec 1% knots, spotting ccnditicns were not sulteble
enc crecs swept under such vwiné contiticns were alvieys re-svernt
when lighter winds vere blowing.

To avoic woste of flight hours in areezs vhere winds were too
strong for minespotting, two misslons were sssigned deily. One
of these wes west of Toulon, the other east of that Frendh port.
Cnlv in rare instences were winds toc strong in both arees on
the same day for mine spotting. Northwest winds rollingz down
end cut of the Rhone velley gave most of the trouble in the
western arecs., Winds east of Toulon generally were light.

Minespotting missions were assigned by Frenchauthoritie
zbeout & week in edvence. 21lrship plots of the arezs were
deliverec¢ to the French upon the completion of the plot. The
eirship was under the oreraticnel control of ¢ Eritish Air Group
which contolled Allied cperations in that theater.

Flights at Cuers ordinecrily tock off &bout 0730 andé lznded
ebout 1630. Briefing took plsce et the cfficers! ville the
evening before. The crew, which had flown the fligcht on that
day, wouvld rerort the werk they had done to the creu which wes
to teke ovt the filght the next day. Enroute to and rom the
plotting areas, the blimp made daily sweeps of the eprrocches
to the harbors of Tculon énd Mersellle, These harbor sweers
were made becauvse the clmost nightly presence of enemy rlznes
over the srec made itﬁeem probsble that mines might be dropped in
svept channels from the air. One such object which could hsve been

& mine dropped by plznes wrs fournd by blimp nezr Toulon on 7 Januery.
-20.
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The flights ¢f Germsn reccerimwisence vlenes over Toulon,
Merseilles, snd the Cuers field were frecvent during the menths
of Ncverber, Decenxber, end Jenucry. Some fleres were dropred
which vere plcinly visible to blimp crews «t Cuers, ¢nd, on the
nirth of 25 November, az Germen plsne wes rerorted shot cown over
Tcoulon--11 miles from the field., 4t the time of the Germen brezk
thrcugh in northern France curing Decerber, &ll of southsrn
France was alerted to the possibility of Germen parachutists
keing dropred in the zrez, After 6 Germens, dressed as Americean
army officers, were picked up near Toulon ant Marseilles, z11

Onited States officers were srmed. The guerd on the Germen

[

prisoners helc at the Cuers field wes tripled and the blimp
crews set up special security wetches. The 50-calibre machine
guns were remcoved from the cirshin end set up on the hanger cdeck,
5 Frencin PBY was perked in the hahgar cdoor in such z wey theat
the machine guns on 1t cculd be used to sweep the field., Para-
chutists were reyorted dropred within 8 miles of the field.
The alert caused¢ one BlimpRon officer come uneesy minutes when
he was caught awegy from the field after dark, the FFI, which was
petrelling and blocking 11 roads in southern France zt the time,
micked him up. ©Since he could spesk no French, zné they no
Fnglish, he wes held 4 hours, until zn English-speeking French
doctor in the village assured the FFI leaders that this "American®
was authentic.

A particulerly deliczte job of mine plotting wes vndertaken
by the 3irsbip on 25 Novewber when the French recuvested the blimp
to plot a chennel throuvgh & mine field sc th:t construction msteriszl
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--bricks chiefly--cculd be shipyed from the smell port of Bencol
to Toulon for repeiring wer demege. The blinp speht three days
plotting the cha=nnel throcuszh 19 mines vwhich were »nlaced across the
1 1/2 mile entrance to the bay. The work of plotting mines this
cccura tely wes peinsteking., The Cuers zirshii occasicnelly was
gssigned missicns other then minespotting. On 12 November, the
elrship was sent inlend to sezrch for & missing P-39 among the
foothills of the Aps. The P-39 turned up at an slternate airport.
Another crashed plane, which hed not been reported previcusly, was
spotted. The escort missicons which the sirship was assigned
freguently were intended to rrctect the surfuce vessels during
thelr nasszge through weters in which floating mines were likely
tc be encountered.

The "Mistral" winds kept the eirship in the hangar et times,
but these did¢ not seem to be s severe s those encountered during
the first days the elrship operated st Cvers. During November
the airshiy flew 21 days and 1n Decembsr 1/,

In Janusry, snow ané¢ icing conditicns at Cuers sometimes kept
the airship in the hangar. Flicghts went out on 12 days during the
month. The phnned erecticn of a stick mest st Port Venires, on
the scuth cozst of France about 5 miles from the Spenish border,
was dropred after zn inspectlion party visited the zres. Winds és
high &s 100 knots were reported &s "not unccmmon", On 30 Januvery,
the airship operated with sweepers off Port Vendres for the first
time by flying from Cuers end returning the same day--& distence

of ebout 150 miles each wey.
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The mast for the Port Vendres maneuver hzd been flown from
the Lzores where it had been used in the ferrying operctions
during Hay and June of 1944. Vhen the Port Vendres project was
drovprned, the mast wes erected near Cemnes--cn the French Riviera
east of Cuers. During the erecticn werk, gunfire on the Italisn
front, 25 miles awsy, could be heard. This mest wes to serve es
an energency pnort aznd for sweeping opercetions to the ecst as socn
as the Gernens moved from Itely.

At Port Ly=zvtey, vhere 10 crews remained, retrols of the
Straits of Gibrelter continued along with other missions assigned.
The number cf blimps on ratrol in the Streits nightly depended
upcn the current suvbncrine estimate. Most of the time, onlv cone
airship wes used nightly in the Straits, but cccasicnslly two,
end once during the pericd of November throcugh Janusry, three
blimps were on the MfernceT,

The Gibraltsr patrols, which ordinarily were of sbout 15
hours cduration, were lengthened to ebout 18 hours freguently
beczuse of fog st Craw Field which vrevented landing until noon.
Feder telkdovwn training flights vwere insugurated 16 November to
make possible emergency lendings under instrument conditions if
necessery. The troining exercises worked well with the eirship
lené¢ing on the HTL rumwey on Craw Field, However, cne morning in
Februery, when the tzlkdown wes sttempted under actuel zero-zero
cencitions, the lending pasrty wes unzble to cateh the zirship on
twe passes it made at the field. However, experience geained during

these ettempts indicatecd that with more cereful plennine of the
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procject and slight medificeticons in the routine, an airship
could be essilvy landed on the runwey in zero-zero conditions,
Recsons for the feilure to land during the first experiment
seemed to be that (1) the Rader operster telked the airship down
behind the landing partylon the first peass end (?) the airship
vwes kept statieslly light during the approsches which made 1t
impossible for the approech to be slow encugh for the landing

4

-arty to catch the shir.

ny

Chief objection tc the 18-hour flights wes the loss of
heliuvm which resulted from them. The airship ususlly wes so light
that 30 to 60 secends of helium had to be valved dzily to insure a
safe landins., Beceuse of the small operating field which wes
edged with embeankments, the blimps could not be teken off with
enovgh bellast to offset this landing time lightness.

Besides the berrier pstrol, esccrt, rhotogr:phic, celibreticn
and minespotting missions were assignec the Port Lysvutey airships.
Ordinsrily there were /4 eirships availsble., On two escort missions,
the masts at Oran and BizZerte were used for fueling stops. On
6 November the direction finder stztion at Port Lyzutey wes
celitrated and on 8 Decernber & Unlted Stetes Army direction finder
steticon located et Mogodor, French Morcece, weas calibrated by an
2irship, The Mogocdor mission required a 15.9 hour flight since
Mogoder is loceted abecut 250 miles scuth of Port Lyazutey.

No mines were found on the wminesyotting missicns flovn nesr
the Streits of Gibralter. Photocravhic missions included phofo-
gravhing bombs drop-ec from & PBY of VPB 63 to check instsllaticn

of bomb racks.
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inti-svbmerine tmining exercises with tame submearines ves
discontinued after 25 Noveiler because of thie need for thre air-
shing for operationsl missions,

Durins the three-montihh nericé from November 1944 through

&t least cone cof the
Jenuary 1945,/5cuedron's 6 sirshirs wes out of commission because
cf an accident. The K-101, which ws dameged 15 Sept: nber in a
blesting eccident on the field, wos back in flight status 6 Decerber.
Purging of this blimp, which wes delayed beczuse of repeirs needed
by the porteble helium purificator, begen 5 Novermber. After purging
wes completed, zcdjustment of the horizontal surfaces was necessery
to countersct dynsmlc nose heaviness of the ship.

The K-130 wes denaged extensively cn the night of 31 December
when the girship struck the bank during tskeoff from the slrshi-
field at Port Lyautey.

The K-123 wes deflsted on the field on 15 January 1945 whena
perscn posing s & French officer accidentelly drove & jeep into
the long lines &nd rip cord extender which had been rigged on the
girship beczuse of high winds. The envelope was deamaged beyond
local repair and the car was shipped to Cuers, Frence where the
ship wes to be re-erected in the hengar.

Weather at Port Lyautey remainec mild thrcughout the "wat"
sezson. Rain did not intefere with airship cperstions. Only
factors which hampered blimp flights were the fog over Craw field
and occasionsl scualls which passed over the field with gusts as
high as 45 knots., During one of these squalls, the 80-ncund lower
rudcer of the K-123, which hed been staked down behind the cperztions
hut, w&s torn loose fronm the stckes and cerried an 1/8 of & mile to
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the enlisted men's tent city. On eanother occasion, gusts became
so severe thet the handrzil to which the emergency wheel on the
K-120 w:s riegsed efter the cccident of 31 Deceriber wrs broken off,
An emergency supnort for the wheel hzd to be rigred from 2 by 6
timbers. The Commencing Officer of the Sguedron commenced Ens,
W. C. WARD, end E, L, JOMNES, AR3c, for skillfully riding the ship
et the mast during the sguall zfter the wheel had broken off,

There vere twc ferry flights bstween Port Lysutey and Cuers
in December., On 2 Decerber, the K-134 wzs flown from Port
Lysutey to Cuers on the first leg of the flight. A pre-dawn
takeoff wes mede the next dey and the ship was halfwesy across
the Mediterranean when the Cuers detechment orcdered the pikt to
Oran because of Mistrel winds on the Cuers field. The X-134
returned to Orasn where it remeined until 2 December--5 days--
because of bad weather., On that dey, weather hed improved encugh
to permit =2 flight to Cuers.

After the arrivel of the K-13/ at Cuers, the englnes on the

K-112 were chanred and feorwvard surge patches rerlaced., A1l mejar

control cables on the shiv were renewved. The K-112 had been at

Cuers since 17 September, ané zfter completion of the overhaul work,
the eirship wrs flown to Port Lyautey on 79 December in & non-stop
flight which reguired just over 16 hours for the 850-mile wwir.
This wcs the only flight from Lysutey to, or from, any of the
Mediterranezn bases in which & stor wes net mesde &t Oren.

When the specielly constructed blimp field stop the hill west
of Craw Field became operctionasl late in August, mainternance offices

2E
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and work spuceg were not moved from their locetions on Craw Field
proper. This seperction hetveen mecintenance units znd the opercsting
field slovied repsir =«nc ched& work, so, in December, two additicnel
Cuonset huts were erected neezr the blimp field and &ll maintenance
units werg moved into them. The Scuadrcn's Suprly Cffice remained
on Craw Field because of the leck ¢of room in the four Quonset huts
which hcused =11 Scuadron offices on the hill,

The crcénznce gezng converted o0ld French bomb shelters intc cffice
anC stovwage space for ordnaence gear and z semi-permenent instazllstion
wes mede for the portable helium urnits when they were instelled near
the "slot" mooring circle on the blimp field., This new locetion
simplified somewhat the problems involved in purging and tovping-
up cperaticns, particulerly the latter., After the plants were
moved, wnractically &11 top-ups were mede through the purging lines
lzié¢ under the mst from the cent-r of the mooring ~ircle tc the
rurifying plants, where helium storage cylinders were locsted,
Before the rlant was moved, helium cylinder or muiti—cylinﬂer units
had to be trenspecrted to the zirship.

When the purification units were moved, trailer doliies &and
2ll wheels were removed, ané a semi-permznent instellation ves
improvised by plecing twelve ccnerete blocks under each plant.

This arrangement sided meterielly in reducing vibration which &t
all times hed been a serious problem.

The blesting accident in which the K-101 was damaged in
September left that ship vith 2 purity so low that it could not
be messured with a Cembridge enslvzer, and imposed en unexpected
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and heevy burden cn the purifying plents. Since the purity could
not be determined, resuvlits of & preliminary purge from 74 beptéﬂber
to 1 October could not be meazsured, By means of an effusion tyve
snalyzer, the purlty was found to be 62.2% on 5 Noverber, the date

"

a sec.nd nurge wes begun. This nursze ended on 27 Novewmber when &

>

)

purity of 96.9% was attiined. Approximetely 1,027,250 cu. ft. of
ges were run turcush e 2lonts during the first ourge, and 2,051,000
curins the second. To replace the alr removed from tlhie helium and
plant losses, and to top up the airship, 291,152 cu. ft. of helium
were aided to the K-101 during the second -urge.

Besides r2turning the K-171 to = flight status, the helium

gy was able to maintzin

)

satisfactory avesge ourity in the rest
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zirships desnite the fect that three of the air-
ships were absent from Port Lyautey for periods of as much zs three
months., At the end of the yecr, the wvemse ~urity for all six ships
w.s about 96.0%. At the end of Februsry, the average ourity for five
shins was about 96.5%. The purity of the K-109 was raised to 98.0%
on 22 October, just before it depzrted for an advance base; the

K-101 purlty was 98.1% beforz it left Port Lyautey on 25 February.

it cne time the average purity for sll six shins wes 97.1%.

Inszsmuch #35 most npurges were accomplished while girships were
undergzoins meintenznce checks or were not required operationz2liy,
surging did not interfere with overations., Esp:cially during
Februsry, however, many of the rurges were made during a short
eignt hour fo twelve hour periocd between flights.
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Between June 1914, the month the squadron sr-ived overse:cs,
and the end of Decewber 1944, spproximstsly 1,350,000 cu. ft. of
helium were exsenfed--cn average of about 725,000 cu. ft. for each
ailrsnhip for a six months! period. From purity reccrds over this
veriod, it annecred that the sversge dron in nurity ner .eek was
sbout 0.3%. Despite meintencnce problems, =ggr veted b lack
or delay of replacement narts, the operating timz of the portszble
puriying plants wss considered highly satisfactory. One of
the plants was in eperation purifying helium 520.2% of the totsl

time from July throuzg: 31 Deceimber.

During the 8 month pzriod of Februsry throush Septerniber 1945,

tie European war cime to =2n end end, with this cesszation of
heostilities, czme on end zlso to the anti-subusrine missions which

cilrships had been flying in the Gibrzltsr arez for & yesr. The
minesweeping prosram, which the airshnips of BlimpRon 14 had been
carrying out &s an a¢junct to their anti-suvbmarine patrels, then
became the primery function assigned to the Sguzdron. To carry out
these missions of spotting and rlotting enemy minefields, airships
onerated from bases at Cuers, France; Cagliari, Sardiniz; Rone,
Pis2 and Lido in Italy; the islend of Malta--these besides the
main home base of Port, Lysutey, French Morocoo.

The number of air:zhips remaininz at NAS Port Lyautey veried
during the 8 month period. Usucliy it was four until‘after VE day.
Until VE day, primery function of these zir:zhips wss to carry out
tae nignt patrol of the "fence" In the Stroits of Gibraltsr. During
these l=zg% fevw months of the Eurcpesn wer, on'ly one zirship was
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kept on the "fence" nightly. Late in March, an zd”itionsl daylight

MAD patrol wes zsteblished by Fleset Alr Ving 15 for the airships

This consisted of 2 daylizht pztrol of 2 ridze which was locested on

the ocezn bottom Just west of the Straits and wes an sres of good

possible

bottom &t relatively shellow depths., It wes considerzd/that

eneny subm rines might ve lying on this hottom during hours of

daylizht, Several wrecks on and near the ridge made this patrol

especiclly difficult and recuired constant pin-peint nevigstion.
Frequent daylight escort missions also were carried out by

the airshins durine the last three months of the war in Europe

3

and the monta fellowing VE day. Flezt Lir Wing 15 devised a
special blimpplane coverage for escort missions which wzs tried
not more than 3 or 4 times during the periocd. Under this escert
plan, the »nlane covered the area £ to 7 miles cutside the convey, and
the blimp--~with 1ts MAD gear--cover:d the area over which the convey
was passing. This mzant thet the airship constantly w.s weaving
in and cut among the shins of large convoys at MAD altitule--cbow
10" feet., With the ending of hostilities in Europe, this plan was
dropned during the additional month that the Port Lyautey based
airshivs escorted convoys. After VE day, blimps and planes d4id
not work Jointly on convoy coverages.
The last anti-subw.rine mission was flown by a BlimpRon 14
airship on 6 June 1945 when a 55-ship convoy was escortad. This
was exactly one year after the first anti-submerine patrol wes
flown in the Straits of Gibrzltar on 6 June 1944 by an airship.
Durinz Februcry, an airshi» based at Port Lyautey--the K-112..
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€scortzd the United States nzvel vessels czrrying President
Franklin D, RCCSEVELT to the Crimes Conference. Early in the
month, the sirsh’» took off from Port Lyautey and stzyed with the
vessels carrying the presidential »arty until they had pessed
Bizerte, Tvo fli 'ht crews were employed in the operation. One
of these flew the blimp from Port Lysutey to Cran, (escortinc the
vessels throuch the Straits of Gibraltar); the second crew picked
up the airship at Oren when it stopred for fuel there. ALt the
completion of the operztion, the airshi» returned to Port Lyautey.

Late in Februsry, the K-109, which was based at Cagli-ri,
escerted the President—carrying vessels on their return voyege.
Since the X-109 was in need of check and overhaul work which could
be accomnlished only at Port Lysutey, this zirshin wes returned to
Port Lyautey when it left the naval vessels in the Atlentic well
clear of the approsches to Gibraltar. To renlace the K-109, the
K-101 was ferried to Cagliari on 19 February.

On 13 March, because of the increased U-boat activity in
the approzches to the Straits of Gibrsltar, Commander Morocean Ses
Frontiecr in his seret dispetceh 1311104 initiated a recuest to
Commander EIGHTH Fleet asking for the immediate return to Port
Lyautey of the two blimps operating at Cuers and Cagliari, On
the same day, Commender EIGHTH FLeet directed by secret dispatch
132148 that the blimps in the Mediterranean return to Port
Lyautey on 15 March where they were used to increzse the number
of deylight convey coverages provided by BlimpRon 14.

These ships remeined at Port Lyautey until 11 April, when
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the K~-101 depart:-d Port Lyauter for Cuers to resume minesvweening
work there in complisnce with orders from Comucnder EIGHTH Fleet.
The K-101 arrived in Cuers on 14 April,

On 26 Mzrch, the K-109, which had returned from Cagliari the
week before, was completely demolisned on the field at NAS Port
Lyautey in a frezk win?. There were no personnel injuries. The
K-130 was damaged slightly at the same time. The K-109 was torn
from the mobile mast to which it was moored in a violent whirlwind,
or updraft, which was so local in character that it awnparently
affectad only the smell area in which the two airships were moored
on Field No. 2. The airshi~ caught fire and was completely
destroyed cbout 500 yards from the mobile mast which was overturned
end so badly twisted that it had to be surveyed

The accident occurred zt 08374 (local time) after a nizght of
moderate winds which averaged 15 to 20 knots with intermittent
rains. Beczause of the unsettled wezther, the Scuadron Operzticns
Officer 2t 0745 had recvuested a weatuer forecast. There wes
nothing in this forecast to indicate the violence of the winds
which were to pass over the immediate area 1n which the two airships
were moored about 40 minutes later.

To replace the K-109 and the K-123, which had been accidentally
ripoed at Port Lyautey in Janurry, Chief of Naval Operztions late
in March directed that two more zirships be ferded from the Steates.
As a result, the K-89 and K-114 arrived at Port Lyautey on 1 May
after en uneventful transatlantic ferry operztion which included
steps at Bermuda and the Azores.
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After 1 June, only 7 flight crevws remained at Port Lyautey;
tne rest were at acvance bases in the Mediterranean cerrying out
minesweeping operatisons. ~With the end of znti-subnzrine missions,
these Pert Lyatey crews formed an air-sea rescue unit.

After 13 June, when the K-130 wes ferried to Cuvers, France,
on'y two airships remained at Port Lyautev. Since.at Port Lyautey
the cr=ws were on & standby status as an sir-sza rescue unit, a
light flight training schedule of about 5 fiights per week were
carried ocut. These included air-sea re.cue proced: res and radar
talkdown e xercises.

A month lat'r, on 15 July 1945, the K-89 was ferried to Detach-
ment #3 leaving only two airships at Port Lyzutey. And in August the
X-112 was ferried to Cuers for deflation because of the condition of.
the envelope. This left only the K-114 at Port Lyautey.

During the veriod from VE Day--8 May--until the enc of September,
the Port Lyautey crews were cslled on for an alr-sea rescue assign-
ment only once. This was on 4 July when the ship was ordered cut
to sarcit for a Piper Cub overdue at the Naval Air Station. The
zirshn w=s reudy to take of f 12 minutes after the "first call" but,
just orior to taekeoff, Station Oper:tions notified the Sgusdron
that the nlane had been located.

Several photogrephic flights during June-Septsmber were made
over Casab¥lanca znd Rabat. Two redio direction fimier stztion
calibrztion fiights also were flown.

With the departure of Fleet Air Wing 15 from the European
Theater on 9 July, there were slight changes in the senior commends

under which BlimpRon 14 operated. The Scuzdron reported to the
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Commeniing Officer, Moroccen Task Group, who wes also Commanding
Officer of NAS Port Lyautey for admini:ztrative control.

From February through September 1945, BlimpRon 14 maintained

W

n advance bese & Cuers, France--the only “ase from which BlimpRon
1% operated which had hangar facilities, Thls detachnent was the
originzl minespotting unit and had been established in September
1944. Operzations from here were sporédic with airships arriving
end departing the unit &t irregular intervels. Up until 16 March
1945, the K-134 was besed at this French base and was used for
plotting mines along the south coast of France. The entire coast
line from the Svenish border to Cannes wcs covered. Actual sweeping
work was sporadic. The airship was reczlled to Port Lyautey on

16 Merch on the day after actual sweeping had started with French
units. On this operction in the Baie de Sansry, 7 mines were cut
by the French vessels which consisted of 5 sweeps, < minelayers and
2 PC boats. The K-13/ saved one sweeper from probable damege, or
evend estruction, when it warned the vessel thet it ws drifting
toward a moored mine only 10 ysrds away.

Before the K-134 returned to Port Lyasutey in March, four
nhotographic missions v ere flown from Cuers. On 13 February 1945,
on orders of Supreme Headguarters Alliec Expediticnsry Forces, the
blimp was used to photograph underwater mines in the Baie de
Sansry and CGronde Passe and underwster barricades along the French
coast from Sete to Pte. de L'Espizuette. These photographs were
taken. for the army photographic research branch, War 0ffice,
London and were of an experimental nature employing polareoid lenses
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in an effort to determine denths of moored mines from photographs,
Results of tests were never lezrned by the blimp detechment.

Cn 21 Februery 1945, shore dzfense installations along the
scuthern coast of France were ohotographed for the British. This
mission was repeated on 28 February,

The Cuers detachment hod ne airship cfter the ¥X-134 returrned
to Port Lyautey on 16 March 1945 until the K-101 returned on
14 April for the resumption of minespotting work. Minesweeping
work was resumed on 17 April with Task Unit 1l25.13.2--2 unit of
United States minesweeps. The airship worked with these American
vessels until 22 May when they were ordered to Pzlermo, Sicily.

Frgm 1 May until 9 May 1945, the detachment had no airship to
worh/rigge ships. The K-101 hed departed on the first of the month
for Pisa, Italy where Advance Bass III was being established. The
K-13/, was ferried from Port Lyautey to Cuers on 8-9 May to replace
the K-101. The X-13/ remzined at Cuers until 10 June when it was
ferried to Lido, Italy when Advance Base IV was established there.
Agsin the Cuers detachment was without an airship until 15 June
when the K-130 arrived from Port Lyautey as a replacement,

During the periods thet the Cuers detachment had no airship,
the crews there busied themselves with setting up facilities for
reerection of the K-123 which had been;pipped accidentally in
Port Lysutey on 15 January. The airship car, which was not
demaged, was shipned to Cuers «fter CCMINCH & CNC spproved on
13 March plens for the rs-erection of the airship at Cuers.

This approval also provided for the establishment of overhaul
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- DECLASSIFIED

facilities for overhaul of the Squadron's zirships in the Cuers
hengers. It carried with it the stipulation that this work was to
be carried out with nc incresse in personnel an’ no base construc-
tion was zuthorized.

Two civilicn technicians from Goodyear Aircraft Corvoration
arrived et Port Lyautey in HMazrch 1945 =znd were sent to Cuers in
April to suvervise the erection work.

Slow delivery of needed gear from the States made it impossible
to start actusl erection of the K-123 until 1 July 1945. On
2 July, the groundclio th was spread and the envelope unpzcked
preparztory to erection of the airship., On 6 July, the inflastion
of the envelope begen. Twenty-seven days after the ground cloth
had been l2iz, the K-iZB was successfully test flown.

Because of the condition of the enwdope, the K-101 was
deflated and the car crated for storage during the first week
in July at Cuers. The K-112, also bécause of the poor condition
of the envelope, was deflated in Cuers during the first week in
September.

Mine spotting oberations by the Cuers detachment were resumed
with the French on 21 August 1945. The Cuers-based blimp worked
with French minesweeps at the mouth of the Rhene River.

On the first day of the resumption of sweeping, 2 French
SC Struck a mine and sank with the loss of four men. The accident
occurred while the airshir wes working with the sweeps and three SCs
were about four miles awey sinking mines zlready cut. One of the
SCs had drifted into unswept weters while attempting to sink a
mine. The blimp'proceeded imnedi ztely to the scene and dropped
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life reftz, life jaclets, znd & first‘aid kit. The sirship stood
by until 211 survivors had been tzken aboard surfzce craft.

Hine sweeping operations continusd throughout September 1945
whenever weather permitted. Up until 15 September, 67 mines were
cut during these operatiocns.

Photographic missions were flown for the Army and the French
over Marseilles and Toulon. And for this work, b oth the Army
and the French sent notes of thenks to the detachment¥.

From February to June 1945, the Cuers detachment had an alternzte
field at which to land in csse of mistral winds 2zt Cuers. This was
on La Bucco field about 4 miles west of Cannes. Cannes is about
70 miles east of Cuers and because of mountnins, does not feel the
effect of the mistrsl winds ass does Cuers. A stick mast wezs set
up on this field in February but was never used by the airship.
With the establishment of Advance Baze III and IV in May and June
in northern Italy, Cuers beceme in fact a maintenance base for
the airships operzting in that area. Therefore, the mast near
Cannes w:s moved to Cuers in June to handle the increcsed traffic.

Ldvance Base III at Pisa was only four hours flisht time
from Cuers and that base's airship returned tc Cuers regularly
for maintensnce work, Advance Base IV also sent its airship
regularly to Cuers for check work; this flight from Lido, Itely,
to Cuers recuired about & hours .

Advance Base #2 at Sardiniz during February, March and April
continued to aid American minesweeps 1In clearing the harber of
Caglicri of mines. The joint operaticn between airship and surface
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crzft in minesweening operations had first beentried in

October 1944 off the coest of France. The Serdinias operation

H-

proved . the worth of such teamvork., At the close of the Cagl
overation in March, Comuander of the YMS unit engaged in the
operation evaluated the part the bliwup haed telizn in the orlk

. )
i

viti tlwse verds:
"4 blimp is invelusble in clecring sweeps cf shallow fields,
On et least two occasions, ships were ssved from probeble mining
by vernings from the blimp, Under average concitions of sez and
visibiiity, & YMS shcould be safe frem conteet mines in any water
in whicl a blimp can see mines, It 1s considered desireble to
heve & M/S officer in the blimp as observer end for lizison with
the C.T7.C. THe blimp should z2lso be etuipped with MN radio te
provice instent relizble communication vith the ships.

On the cay befcore the beginning of & speciel cperation off
inzio, Ttaly, the airship, working with the sweeps, zided in
the cutting of elmost & hundred mines in Cagliecri herbor. This
mineswveeping work at Cagliszrl was interrupted for a week by
the Anzio operstion during the first week in March. This operaticn
wes carried cut swiftly and efficiently. Between 1600 on 1 Msrch
sand 1700 7 Merch, the Caglicri ¢ etachment of 4 flight crews had
moved so swiftly that the cfficers znd men had:
1. Dismetled the stick mest et Bizerte, TunisiaX-~-120 miles from
Ceglieri and 300 miles from Rome--cnd re-erected it on
Littoric Field in Liome within 18 hours.
2. Ferried K-101 to and frowm fome &nd flew the girshiv on 5

mninesnotting missicns.
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3 )

3. Dismentl~d the mest which they hed set up 5 days previously end
stored it on ¢ Rome zirfield,

The blivp end +11 hrnde--the first of vhom left Ceglisrri 2t 1600

on 1 Merch--were beck &t Ceglicri, rescy to resume normel cperations

at 1700 on the 7th of Merch.

Comssender Minesweeper Sguvadron 7, with vhom the Caglieri detach-
ment operated in Sardinie, initisted the FKome menuever vhen he
recommended in confidentizl dispatch 261747 Februecry thet the eir-
ship be employed tc assist in sweeping mines near the USS SVEERVE,

AM, which hed been sunk northwest of hnzio, Italy. The sveeping ves
undertcken s & preliminery step to the salvage of gesr aboerd the
minesweep which was sunk in 35 to 40 fathoms of weter. On 2 March,
Commender EIGHTH Fleet cpproved the recomendstions for use of the
blimp on the mission end directed thaet egir transportetion;for the
mzst between Home ¢ rnd Bizerte be furniched., This epproval wes
contelned with Com@th Fleet's conficentisl cispcteh 020135 March 1945.
In anticipation of the epproval c¢f the use of the blimp for the
maneuver, the site for the erecticon of the mast in Rome had been
selected on 28 Februery by Comdr. E. J, SULLIVAN, Air CGroup Com-
mender (LTA) on the steff of Commander Fleet Air Wwing 15, end Lt.
M. R. NCRTCN, Officer;in—Charge of Caglicri ©plimn cdetachment.
Littorio Airfidc, & Mediterreneen Air Transport Service field,
controlied by the United States Army £ir Force, was chosen end
preliminary arrengements for setting up the nest there were mede.
£o when the final eppfoval for the maneuver ves received, @1l hends
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et the Blimp Detochment were resCy to move swiftly.

A Mediterreneen £ir Transnmort Service C-47 errived et Cegliceri
in the ecrly efterroon of 1 Merch, end tvio officers =né tioe men
of one flight cre. vere flcwn south to Bizerte vhere they dismentled
the stick mest on Sidi Lhmed Field and lozcdeld it on the plene befeore
dark. This plene took off from Bizerte at 0530 the fcllowing
morning and arrived ¢t Rome at 081l5L. Bececuse of the sssistance
given by Lt. Col. Douglas KEENEY, Commanding Cfficer of the zilr base,
the mest was ready for operaticn by 1330. The problem of dezdmen
feor anchoring the mast was solved guickly by using portions of
pillsrs from bombed-ocut Itelien henrers,

Meanvhile, a2t Cacglieri, on both the first end seccnd of March,
the K-101 onersted as ususl with Task Group £1.12 end on those two
days played &n extremely vital role in the comnlete c¢learance of &
contzet mine field of 27 mines. This oreration would not have been
ettempted without the assistance of the blimp., At 0320 on the third
of Merch, the blimp took off from Caglisri for the Rome mission.

The blimp wes on stetieon in the eresz of the wreck at 0815 and inm-
medistely begen minespotting vwork efter plotting the position of the
sunken minesweep by use of MAD gear. Mines in the vicinity of the
wreck were plotled during this first mission. Yhen the first day's
flight was completed, the K-10l proceecded to Littorio Field where it
wes landed st 1600, The lending perty et Littorio Fielé wes made up
of Zmerican scldlers besed there andé of two blimp crews vhich had
been flown in from Cagliari by plane.

Thé next cay--4 March-~Comdr. E. W, FORD, fssistent Air
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Operation Cfficer for United States EIGHTH Fleet, flev as &n
observer cbecerd the airship, On this flignt, the blimp flew
sheed of the winesweeps as they scught & clear cheannel into the
vositicn of the sunken ship. The blimp spotted mcored conteact
mines an¢ directed the swecps szfely sround them by vcice and redioc.

On 5 March, Comcdr. E. &, EBUTH, Jr.,, Commender Tesk Grcup &l.15,
the group which was charged with ccrrying cocut the mission of s&l-
veging gear frcm the sunken sweep, flevw aboard the airship. Spec-
ific mission of this flight wes to mark accurately and permenently
the position of the wreck., MAD gesr on the blimp wes egelin used
to locate the vreck, and smocke flares were dropred on the spet. By
use of the smcke flecres, the LM261 wss guided to the spot and thet
vessel laid a marker buoy. Upon com letion of the day's flight,
Commencer RUTH wes dropred at Anzio so it would be unnecessery for
him to drive the 40 miles frcm Rome &fter the sirship landed there.
This was sccomplicshed by making z wheel landing on & fighter strip
nesr Anzcio, end Commancer RUTH stepved oul of the airship car s fter
it was slowed to about five knots. No lancing party wes used.

On the finsl day of the operuticn, Capt. J. L., CALLALN ard
Capt. BUTLER, both on the staff of Commocdore H. W, ZIECLI, Senior
United States Naval‘Officer &t Rome, flew abeard the eirship. A
finel check of the aree of the operaticnw:s made dring this short
filight. Lt. Col. Douglas KEENEY, Commending Gfficer 6f Littorio
Field, vzs 2lso & pessenger on this flight.

Cn 7 March, the K-101 returned to Caglizri. After the airship
hed taken off from Littorio, the twec crevws remzining there dismantled
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the mast end locced it aboerd & truck for stering on Cicmpine field--

znother U.S. frmy controlled field near Rome. The mestvas not
stered 2zt Littorio beccuse 1t wes exrected that Littoric field was
toc be returned to the Itclian goverrment within ¢ few deys.

Immediately efter the mast had been loaded on the truck, the
two crevs boerded a weiting C-47, and these tweo were becket
Ceglieri at 1700--a few minutes after the K-121 hac lended there--
thus completing one of the swiftest movements of any BlimpRon 14
me nevver.

Commiander 2th Fleet sent this commendetory message efter
conpleticn of this maneuver:

"I H2VE NOTI:D THE CUTSTANDING DEGREE OF CGCPEEATICHN BETUEEN
THRE LTA CRCUP, THE MINESVLEEPING GRCUP AND SALGRCUP PURSUANT TO
THE TASK INVCLVING THE EX SWERVE X THE JCINT ENDEAVCE (LOCLTICH
CF THE STRICKEN SHIP X PEEPARATCRY SEFPING X SALVAGE TASK) IS AN
EXAMPLE OF (PERLATICONS AGGRESSIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY PERFCEMED,M

After Conmender Moroccen Sea Frontier recalled the zirshirs
from Cuers end Caglizri in March, the advance base in Cagliari wes
closed since the minesweeping operation there weas comrpleted. The
mast and zirship metorisl were shipped by surfece craft to Birzerte,
then by rsil to Port Lysutey. The umess equipment and provisions,
s well as transportetion, were turned over to &n Army Lir Ferce
Comununicaticns service detell at Elmas Field. AL11 personnel from
Sardinis had returred to Port Lyautey by 3 April.

Comphibs@th Fleet sent this message upon completion cf Sardinie

sweening operetion:
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wwITH THE CCHMPLETICN CF THE CLELEANCE CF TEE GULY CF CAGLIZRI
I WISH TC CCNGRATULATE ¥YCU ARD ALL THE VARICUS FCECES WHICH HAVE
PAPTICIPATED IN THIS ASSIGNMENT X WHEK TAKER IN LIGHT CF THE
NUVEER AND CHARACTERISTICS OF TEE MINES SYEPT AS WELL £S THE
EYDRCGEAPHIC CHARACTER CF THE ARE:# I CCNSIDER THIE AN CGUTSTANDING
ACCCMTLISHMENT PARTICULARLY SINCE THEFE VAS NEITHER LOSS NCR
INJURY TC EITHER LIFE CR SHIP X WELL DCNE X RADIO LYLUTEY PASS TO
CCMBELIMPRCON 14.M

During the last veek in M¥ey 1945, Commenéer Blimp Scusdron
FCURTEEN held & series of talks in Naples, Italy with rerresent-
atives of Comancer U,S. Naval Forces, Northwest Africsn lLiaters
anc¢ the British Mediterrcnean Minesweeping Commend to discuss
~esteblishment of an advence bzse at Venice, Itely. After &
preliminary inspecticn of Lido Eeach eirfield, that site wvas
cselected as the bese from which the zirship would operczte. On
30 May, a stick mest was loaded aboerd a C-47 at Port Lyautey
and flown to Lido, arriving there 21 May. The mast wes ready
for operzticns on 2 June end the operating perscnnel (three
flight crews) arrived on 4 June. These officers and men had
picked up transportation et Naples znd driven it overland to the
Lido field. The sirship for the detzchment--the K-124--errived on
10 June, =a«fter being ferried from Cuers via the Savons Pass in
the mountzins just west of Genos.

Primary job of Adv:ence Base #4 (Lido) wuas to assist in the
clezrance of a channel from Venice toTRieste.

On 12 June, the K-134 wes flcvn on the first mwine spotting
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mission in the Adristic, A string of 150 Germen "Kety!" mines

vias ploetted on the flizht 100-200 yards off Lido Islan?, First
‘oint onmerations with British minesweens in the Vediterrznesn took
nlzce on 15 June in @n area 5 miles west of Port {uieto, Istrie.
The eirship found and plotted four lines totaling 38 mines and
elght obstructors.

During July 1945, the zirshir based &t Lico wzs flown on 20
flights totaling 225 hours. An officer of the Royal Navy flew
aboard the zirship on most mine spotting flights as lisison officer,
On 30 July, the K-134 w=s flcwn over Beker RBay in Yugoslevia, The
Xeraljevicki channel was checked but no mines were found. Known
mine fields in the Gulf of Fiume and the Cansle Della Panesina also
were inspected from the eirship.

In fugust, the recently erected K-1723 replaced the K-134
at Lido. The K-134 wrs returned to Cuers for nurge. Fiight from
Cuers to Lido re:uired sbout eight hours and wes made whenever a
ship needed check or repsir work done,

| The last operationzl mission was flown at Lido by Detachment
FCUR on 1/ September. On 5 September, the K-123 had been rejuested
to locate & wr=ck and iﬁ doing so, found an unchartzsd minefield
around the wreck; between 50 and 60 mines were plotted.

After 7 overationszl flizhts had been flown during the first
two weeks in September the Lido detschment wes officially closed
on 19 September end the airship wes returned to Cuers on 15
September., Most of the airship gear was flown back by C47.

Some of the gear was sent to the island of Melta for the
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esteblishment of Detachment #5. Perscnnel were returned to
Port Lyautey to rernlace crews from there who were assigned to the
nev Detecchment 5.

Lpproximeztely one month zfter Advence Ease II in Cagliecri,

Serdinia, hsed been closed, Advince Base III wes estsbliished at
Pisa, Italy. On 26 April 1945, a dispatch was orizincted by the

British Fleg Officer, Northern Area Mediterrenean at Leghorn,
which
Itely,/requested that the airship operating from Advance Bese I
in Cuers, France, be trensferred to the Genoa area for sweeping
operaticns. This recuest weas eddressed to Commencer-in-Chief
Mediterrenean (a British Commanc) who cpproved it and forwarded it
to the Commander United Stetes Naval Forces, Northwest African
Vaters further recuvesting that a second sirship be zssigned to
Advence Base I for continuveticn of minesweeping along the scuth
coast of France. On 28 April 1945, Cemmancder U.S. Nevcl Forces
Northwest Africaen Waters further recuested thet a seconé airship
be assigned to Advence Base I for continuetion of minesweering
along the south coast of Frence. On 28 April 19.5, Commander
U.S5. Navel Forces Northwest African Veters directed that this
transfer be effected at the earliest practicable dete.

L stick mast from Port Lyautey was flown to Northern Itely
znd the mast set ur on the Unit:d States Army fighter field at
Pisa., On 4 Mey 1945, the K-101 wes flown f rom Cuers, France,
to Pisa in aprroximately 4 h-urs. First mines in the Geonoz
area were plotted the next mofning when 18 vwere spotted from

the girshipr in Lea Spezia hesrbor.
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The Pisc detachment operated with British Tvelfth Hine-
sweeping Flotille which was under commané of Ceptain G. N.
EAVLINGS. The British use of the airship vwes slizhtly different
from thet emnloved by American sweeps. The British used the air-
ship to meke preliminery plots of fields end then to guide in the
sweeps as they lay den bucys end made their initiel cuts in the
field. After the completion of this initel "cut" the Eritish
sweeps didé not desire to heve the blimp over them during the
completion of the sweeping process since the den burys accurately
merized the mines remaining to be cut. Eech erea was swept 15
times. While the svweeps compnleted a sweeping cperction in this
manner, the airship was assigned other aress to plot thus expediting
the overecll job. The fmericen sweeps in the Szrdinian opercstion
emploved the blimps 2s en observer throusgheout the sweeping
opercticn--not only during the initiel cut.

Lfter the surrencer of the Germezns in nerthern Itely, chearts
of mines in the Gence &ares vwere received from them. The blimp
besed at Pisz plotted much of the Gencz azrea before these charts

had been obtained. Much to the satisfeeticn of the detechment

m
B,
+
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e British sveeps, the plots which the airship meade corresponded

identicelly with the Germen rlots.
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+
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t
This operdation wes the first thet Captein RAVI.INGS had w
imericen airships. On 6 June 1945, in & letter to the Cfficer-in-
Charge of the Detachment, he wrote: "The cepzbilities of your
ship are far superior to anything I have knownb efcre,

£dvence Base III (Pisa) minesweening routine was broken by
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two a¢ir-gec rescue assigmments in July. Cn 2 July, the K-120 wes
directed to sesrch for two pilots lost off the northern tip of
Corsicc., The aircshir became a pert of an alr-sec rescue teznm
which wes mede up of tvwo surface craft, three nlenes, cnd the
girzhip. After a six-hour secrch in winds which &t times rercihed
veleclty of 55 knots, the K-130 returned to the hzse, where it

-

s had been picked up previously. A

1

(o 0

-
L

ves lesrned that the pi

A

rbal expression of apnreciation was received from the Army sir-

se: rescus group operating in northern Italy, tasnkiazg this unit
for "splendid cocoper-tion end efTort, especially in vies of the
very unfevorzble westner preveiling®.

On 17 July, at 2323B, the Liberty shi» JCHN H, H&ZORD struck

iles north of Elbea Island. At 0430B on 18 July (five
hours later), the K-39 was directed to mske & searcnh of tne ares for
possible survivors, report extent of the damsge to the vessel, and
direct surfzce creft to the scene., At 0526B, the K-89 took off and
wns over the damaged vessel at 0610B.

When the airship haed been ordered ocut on the search, it was
fesred thet the HAMUCKND had sunk after striking the wmine. However,
when found by the airshirp cre., it wes still afloat &6 1/2 miles
north of Elbe Isiand and ¢ifting in & course of 010T. The airship
reporte? to the stricken vessel, plotted her pcsition for her, and
cdvised the skipper of the vessgsel that the airshi» would stand by
to direct surfuzce craft to the scene. Vhile standing by, the
girshin made a thorouzn sezrch of the srez surrounding the ship
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for survivers. Three ewpty lifebocts vere &ll thot wes found.
1260, the K-89 was reczlled to bese for refueling. Vith
the szne crev, tae cirship teck off agrin efter a short briefing.
The airship wes zssignec¢ the task of safely gulding a British
minesweer with szlvege crew zboard throurh mines to the vessel
to prevent further dxifting, and operations vere secured until the
following dey.

On 19 July, the K-89 returned to the scene to assist in
salvege operzticns The blirp seerched thne imredicte arez and
reperted the positions of 52 wmines. The #irshi- then directed e

flotilla, consisting of £ minesweeps end two tugs, to sweep &

chennel to the HAINICND., The entire group, with the HAM'CND in tow

ves then led by the airghip to Port Plembino. During this wirp,
the rchip divertsd the leading minesweep from ¢ flocting mine.
4t 15158, the K-89 wes secured and received the following
croreciation: "Wery nwry tnznks for your inveiucble
hese (ir-se: rescue nmissicns interrunted only temporarily
the aine spotiting znd »lotbing work in the northwest Itslizn
waters. On 9 July, the eirshin wus directes to replot cress
wlresdy checized ne.r La Spezisz and Cecirz. This constent re-

= - ..

ch:ecking was necesscry since moored mines somztincs Moelk" with

5

the winds and tides and ¢ld nlots thus become intcourzte. Onen

‘,‘_/4

zr nlot, 46 minzs hod been report in this =res. (The plot
hzd not beon mede from an eirship). The re-plot by the zirship

revesled 108 winss. Decoy alnes and ine o ructors also were

h,
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locoted snd plotted., Moriing bunys wvere lsid by surfoce craft.

One Tlo tin~ minae ns snetbted ond dectrored (by surface croft)
during this »lcot. An item of considercble Interzst locaisd on
this mission wzs the finding of « dumiy mins neor Cecira. Eguinped
vith weoden zcins, the nine carried e cherri, but closely reseubdl

sctusl milnes used
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wer2 note

been declared szfe

20 minss in such

the re-plotti check,
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Cn 27 July, 86 mines were plotted in & field--39 mere thsn had

bzen found on the

Cn 27 July,
ares
on this oper=tion.

During taese

nrevious

During ‘Lugust,
Pise detachment. T

the Pi

miles vest of Go

niot.
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st two weelis in July, the cirship plotted 430
surf-ce crzft in cutting 65.

there were no onerational fFii-hits mede by the
e British swesws did not sween,
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Cn 73 ifurust, tihe K-29 wes defleted when the airshir
overrcie the stick -est during rz stins orerctics. The car vies

~ren: red for shi—ment to Cuers, Fronce, throush the vort cof

Just before the closing of the Pisc detechment cn 15 weptenber,
two omercticnal flirhts were flown by the K-13/Z which ves ferried
from Cuers te reploce the K-22, Mines were »lctied end & check

weep made of ¢n are. north of the islznd of Corsica., After
ceenletion of this tveo dey's oneration, the senior cfficer abo:urd
the minesweevs sent this message te the Detachment: "feny theanks
for vecur excellent cooveration.”

Cn 10 Senterber, the 2-12/ wzs returned tc Cuers, merking

he end of c¢irsnir overcticng ¢t Detzchment THREE ot Pise., When

™y

notified thet the &irshin haed lended safely gt Cuvers, the mest
wrs trken dovn cnd o170 zenr vrencred for shivment. On 15 Septzuber,

5

nicked up the ge:zr end

5
{_\\
3
o]

personnel, The gear wez teken to the
islend of Melte wvhere idveince Base V weae estsblished, and the
versonnel were returne” to Pert Lysutey.

-

£ few deys before the end of hostilities in Evrepe, Cowmnmecncer-
in-Chief, Mediterr:neen, & Eritish commend, Te:uvested on 5 iay
tiet DlinpFon 14 be reteined in the Neciterrcnezn crec for ¢t
lecst four ~ontus =fter the closse of hestilities for mine snotting
werk. Cn the scme dey, Comme nder Navel Forces Northusest ofricen
Veters forvercad this recuest to the Chief of HNeval Cperctions who
renlied on the 13th of the month thet the continued us: of the
oLusdren wes énnroved. Tue Chief of Nevel Over:ticons went on,
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hewever, to sev tnet should ElimoFon 14 cner:tions not be
nz]l recomrendstions shovula

cenpleted within fcour monthe, zoditi

hen this feur month preriod weis un, Commender Nevel Ferces

o, efter conferrins with

H
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o
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deciterrenenn, sent o disprtch te Commender MNove

Furone on 26 Lurust 1945 strongly recomrending
f 1946, Thic re_ uest

+

FCURTFEM be retoined throursh the sumer o

wos in turn forvrrded to the Chief of Nevel
by Commenter HWevel Forces in Burcne who recomuended thet it be

copproved.
On 5 Septexuer 1945, the Chief of Nevel Opercticns suthor
the awrtinved usge of Blimp Suyuedron FOUET £ until 1 Jenusry 19

=nd nnounced that orders would bhe fortucomiar

Sevadron & bout thst dats.

vel Cpercticns on 30 svurust -

ized

A
L0

to decomniszsion the





