AIRSHIP PATROL SQUADRON 11

WAR DIARY

1 WEYMOUTH, Se Septs, 1 - 30, 1942,

(2) Composition of Unit.

()

(c)

(d)

ZN's from Z Pron 12, N.A.S. Lakehurst, N.J., stationed at N.A.S., South
Weymouth, Mass. Blimps here attached operate out of South Weymouth for
approximately seven days and are then flown back to Lakehurst to be
serviced and exchanged for others [{rom that base,

Designation Next Higher Echelon of Command and Operatlon Plan,

This Squadron is attached to Alrship Patrol Group One, Eastern Sea
Frontlier, for adminlstrative, personnel, and supply purposes and operates
under Commander Northern Air Patrol, Northern Group, Eastern Sea Frontier,
according to C.N.A.P. Operation Plan Neo. 1-42 of July 21, 1942.

Armament and Hguloment.

These have been found to vary somewhat in the dirfferent blimps which
have operated out of Weymouth. The following 1s in general true of them
all:

2 430 cal, machine guns, 1 fore, 1 alt.

4 525 depth charges set at 25 ft,

K.A.D. equipment (which indicates the presgence of submerged sub-
marines and, unfortunately, submerged wreclks.

Radar - (The blimps which carry radar always mention its use par, (d),
Brief of Dally Operations.)

Radio

Fuel load usually carried is 600 gals. Thals varies between 500 and
700 depending on the estimated duration of each mission. Blimps
are able to operate lfor as long as 48 hours if necessary.)

Brief of Dally Operations.

Unless otherwise stated, routine mention of wind, vlislbllity, alr and
rround speed, 1s, in each ecase, the averape for the flight,

Septe 1, KK-4,
Task Force One: In flight 1025 - 1715. Wind, NNE, 8 kEnots, visibilly
6 mlles; air speed 45 knots; ground speed 40 Imots; dlstance
covered, 240 miles; LCT position 1200, 42°32'N, 600280'W,
Proceeded to Race Pcint, 1108, to Cashes Ledge, 1300. Investipgated
all Racar Signals in latter area and took 2 plectures of a ship there,
Returned to base via Cape Ann.

Sept. 2. K~4.

Task Forece One: 1in [light 0240 - 0805, Wind, 240°, 5 Knots; visi-
bllity 10 miles; alr speed 50 knots; ground speed 48 knots:
distance covered 192 miles.

Arrived Canal (East End), 0315, and patrolled ahead of 15 ship

convoy foming then until relieved at dawn by VS-1Dl.
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WAR DTARY

PATROL SQUADRON 11
458 WILLE A lilg ! st Sept. l - 30’ 19421

(d) Brief of Dally Operations. (Cont'd.)

Sept. 24 =l (Cont'd.}

Task Torce Two: in flight 1540 - Sept., 3, 0928, Wind, 270°T, 14
knots; visibility 6 miles; air speed 45 knectsj ground speed
30 knots; dlstance covered 515 mileg; LCT position,2000,42-58N,
68-401‘ .
Proceeded to Cape Cod Lt., to 42931'N, 68°43'W, to42050'N, B53943'W,
then West part Cashes Ledge until BX convoy was met., Escorted them
due East untll 0300 (Sept. 3). Ilew west until 0445, at Cashes
Ledge, then South (on Radar contact) and met ON' convoy position
42°20'N, 63°57'W. Escorted them until relieved by PBO at 0845.
0700, headed for base, conducting radar experiments en route, Radar
operatlions, navigation, and mlesion successful.

Sept, 3. K-4.

Task Force One: In flight 1115 - 2051. Wind 10 knots; visibility
S miles; alr speed 47 lmots; ground speed 43 Jmots; distance
covered 2306 miles; LCT position 1200, 42-07W, 70-22W; 2000, 41-4711,
70-28W. -
Proceecded on course 084°T and intercepted convoy. Complying with
orders, withdrew and reported positlon to CNAP. Althouch convoy
was 1n expected position it was the wrong one. 1430, proceeded to
search lcr correct cocavoy. 1447, radar signal indicated possible
cenvoy whlch the blimp contacted at 1515 in approximately position
42020'N, 69°47'W, This was the one designated, and the K-4
escerted it until 1t reached the dlspersal polnt at East end of
Cangl » 2015.

Task Force Two: In flight 2145 - Sept. 4, 0945. Wind 25 knots:
visibllity 1/2 mile; alr speed 40 lmots; sround speed 30 kncts
distance covered 375 mliles; LCT position 0800/04 42-24N, 70-30W.
Proceeded te 42° B1'N, 70°12'W where, at 2130, convoy was met,
composed of 1 tug, 1 merchantman, one half a gankerf'and 1
corvetie. Dlimp escorted them (on course 195°T at 5 knots) to
42020'N, 70032'W, at 0920,

Septe 4¢ E-4. (See par, (e) - Enemy Contacts )

)

+ See back o8 ppage. /,‘.7\7

Task Force One: ' in flight 1130 - Sept. 5, 0600. Wind 15 knots;
Visibility 3 miles; air speed 50 knots; ground speed 40 knots;
distance covered 760 miles; LOT position 1200, 42-12NW, 70-17W;
2000, 43-11Y, 698-12W,

Took off from USNAS, Scuth Weymouth, Mass., at 1130. It contacted

cenvoy BX 36 B at 1355 and proceeded to patrol three (3) to five (5)

mliles In front of the convoy. At 1632 the alrship macde anMAD contact.

General quarters were sounded and all battle statlions. were manned.

The lead destroyer "RULER" was notified on the convoy frequency 2410

Iklloeyeles, by voice and also by (linker. A float light and a

bronze marker bomb were released on the contaet, Tie area was search-

ed Tfor a perliod of cne-half hour with negative results when the

destroyer asked the airship 1f a contact cculd be made on a whale.

The ship answered, "o". The destroyer then 1nformed the airship

eErER!
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(d) Briel cof Daily Operations. (Cont'd,)

Sept. 4. E=4 (Cont'd.)

Y that there were sunken ships in the area, Altrough the water was
80 fathcms the pilot declded that due to the extreme noise of the
area for the MAD pear 1t was not at all improbable that the rear was
in error. Also, it was evldent that the destroyer made no contact
wlth thelr sound gear and was satisfled that there was nothing in the
area, The alrshlp then vre joined the cenvoy and continued its escort.
At 1720 a small Imace was ncticed on the Radar bearing 080°T and a
dlstance of ten mlles from the track of the convoy. Investigation
disclosed this cbject to be a small flshinp vessel. After investi-
gating, the K-4 started back to the conveoy., At 1750 while on the way
back a periscope was slighted by the pllet at the elevator control,
and by the forward lookout just forward of the port beam, about
150 yards from the K-4, The mechanic alsc glghted the perlscope
from his position at the mech's board. The periscope was broad on
the port bow of the convoy, distant 6000 yards. The position at sirht
ing was 629 - 724 (lat.43-091, and long, 69-18W). The pilot sounded
reneral quarters. The crew immedlately went to their battle
stations, TFull left rudder was given, the bomb bay was opened, the
depth charges were armed, and the machine guns were manned. The
destroyer escort was Immediately notifled on the cenvoy frequency
by veice and this was paralleled by bllnker when the ship was able
Yo see through the haze. When the alrship was over the positlon of
the sighting a bronze marker bomb was released, The ship commenced
to search the area. The perlscope was sighted twice more, although
these times 1t was not definltely defined as a periscope., The
degeription of the second sighting was as follows: "it looked like
a black arm stlcking out of the water with a lmob on the end of 1it",
The observer of the third sighting stated that, "it was something
that broke water and then disappesred." Aireralt float lipghts
were released on each sighting on the approximate positions.
Suddenly the K-4 made a perfect MAD contact. Two flares were
released and the destroyer "RULER" was notified both by volce and
blinker. At 1818 the pilot broke radio silence and nctified the
base of the sipghting. The base ordered the pilot to transmit ¥O's on
375 kilocycles. In anticipation of the crder the radio had been set
up on the frequency., Immediately the M0's were transmitted., One
destreoyer reported a cocntact, and moved in., At 1851 the destroyer
signaled the airshlp that 1t was going to release charges. At 1853
four depth charges were released over the stern of the destroyer.
After circling the destroyer signaled that it believed the contact
te be doubtful. The area was then completely searched again with
nerative results. The search was dropped at darl, by the K-4 and the
escort vessels, and they proceeded to rejoin the convoy. The K-4
had re joined the convoy when 1t was ordered to return to the
submarine area, to come up on 3000 kilocycles, and to contact a
destroyer which was on its way out, The K-4 returned to the area
and patrolled it but did not establish contast with the destroyer
elther visually, by Radar, or on 3000 kilocycles. The corder was sent
from the base to search an arc 30 miles from Jeffrey's Bank Lo the
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WAR DIARY

(d) Brief of Dailly Operations. (Conttd,)

aept. 4, X-4 {Contvd,)
Fippinles and return te the base at 0050. The ship swept the area
with MAD pear, and Radar but liad negative results. The K-4 left at
0030 to return to the base, The ship arrlved at USHAS, South
Weymouth, Mass., at 0550 and was landed atb 0600."

CNAP orders prior to take off: “Centact and escort X 35 B until reli-
eved by VSilcr until ordered to return to base. Rendezvous 1045

Queen - 054°(T), speed 10 lmots. There will be 14 ships and 5 escorty
Convoy will cheange course %o 090°(T) at 1830 Quesn. Submarine at
Cashe's Ledge, or to the east - be alert. A three masted yaecht,

THE GUINEVERE is off Cashe's Ledge. Use her for support on 3000
%ilocycles.,”

Orders received in flight: II - 041750 GCT - Convoy sailed oan time
on scheduled course and speed. Search accordingly.

III - 042230 GCT - Send MO's on 3785,

IV -« 080050 GCT « Remain in submarine area.

V - 050110 GCT - Remain in submarine area, and search with DD. EKeep
onn 2410 kllocycles, then zo to 3000 kilocycles when approaching

area and DD,

VI - 050255 60T = Ropowt arrival at area tc DY, Search arc 20 miles
from Jeff’?’éys Bank to Fipplnies, then return to base at 0030.”

Sept. B, K-4.

Task Force One: in flight 0700-1430. Wind, 15 knots; Vislibility

3 miles; alr speed 40 xnots' ground speed 3 ° mots; distance
covered 300 miles., LCT position 0800, 42 -24N, 70-0E8%; 1200,
42-301, 59-00W.

Headed W.W. in compliance with orders to pick up and escort 1

tanker and 1 DD, By 0800, visibility reduced to 1 mile by low fogs

ceilins 400 ft. At 0930, vieinity of Jeffreys Bank requested RDF

bearings and sent MO's, At 1020, received position (43920'N, 68030'W)

and changed ccurse to 2000” te intercapt mission. At 1230, olimp

was recalled and proceeded to South Weymouth at best possible speed,

1330, challenged by DD which was escortlng a sub,

Task Forece Twos 1in flight 1835 - Sept. 6, 0525. Wind 350°T, 25
knots; visiblility 20 miles, air speed 40 knots' ground apeed 35
knots; distance covered 350 miles; LCT position 2000, 42-55N,
69-28W.
Headed for Cape Ann. En route, sighted 23X 36 C convoy which was
to be escorted. K-4 patrolled to the north until scheduled time of
contact, returning to the convoys Jo<1110n (approximately 4“047'H
Ggoéa'W) at 1855. BScouted ahead of econvey on her course of 080°T
until darkness, reduclng coverage [rom then on tec the conveoys limits.
Completed escort at 0100, proceeded south to 42°20'N, 68025'W, then
back to base.

| 29. 12HA



WAR DIARY

AIRSHIP PATROL SQUADRON 11
NehoSe SCUTH WEYMOUTH, MASS, Septs 1 = 30, 1548

Septe Sa K=~DHas
Task Force Ones 1in flight 1525<5ept. 7,0730, Wind 15 knots 2550;
vislbility 16 miles; alr speed 50 lmnots; ground speed 358 knots;
distance covered 589 miles., LCT pesition 2000, 42-27H, 08-30%,
Proceeded via Hace Pt., to 41956'H 69°08'W (30 miles south of con-
voys estimated position at 1000)., Ieaded north, and at 1750,
sighted designalted convoy. OSwept area Lo the south and east, con-
tacted it at 1900 (approximate position 42°929'H s&oastw), and pro=-
vided coverage untlil 0615 (Sept. 7), position 68 mlles north of
Race Pt. Lscort was carried cut from as great a distance as vis-
1bility permitted,

Sept}. T K-‘-':)o
Task Force One: 1In flight, 1030-1415, Wind 13 knots; visibility
20 miles; alr speed 53 kuotsj pground speed 35 knotsj distance
covered 188 mliles, LCT position 1200& 42-31%6 69-28W,
Proceeded from North River on course 068°T to 42041'W 599231,
(1148); south to 42010'N 359°23'W, (1230); and back to base,

Task Force Two: In flight 180l1-Sept, 8, 0838, Wind 24 lmots,
2409; visibility 30 miles; alr speed 45 kmots; ground apeed
42 knotsj dlstance covered 314 miles,
Proceeded to 42027'N 67°54'W where at 1940, convoy XB 37 was
piclted upe. Escorted 1t, course 2084°7, until 0400, at which time
it was lost in the extreme darkmess. Proceeded to Race Pt. to
awalt daylight. Plcked up convoy again at 0805, pesition 42°12'N
GQOEB!N, and escortgd 1t until relleved Ly 2 082U-3's at 0715,
position 42910y 70°%07'w,

Septe Bs K=Ss

Taglt Foree One: 1in flight 1636-Sept, &, 0516, Wind 25 knots}
visibilitly 1 mile; alr speed 51 knote; ground speed 30 kneots;
distance covered 260 miles. LCT position 2000, 43-10N 69-08W,

Headed for BX 37D convoy position, approximately 12 nlles north

of Cashe's Ledge. Blimp arrived there at 2000 but falled to find

convoy - very poor vislbility., Searched area with negative re-

sults. Got lost, and headed west. Arrived positlion 5 mlles west

of Bald lead Cliff at 0115 (Sept. ) and flew back to base.

Sept, ¢ No Clights - unsuitable weather,

Sept. 10. K-D,.

Task Force One: in flight 1423-1915, Wind 10 knots, 2809 vis-
ibility 1 mile; alr speed 50 knots; ground speed 42 knots;
distance covered 200 mlles,

Proceeded north along coast to plek up Panamanian tanker PHOLBUS

out of Portland, We,, bound for Cape Cod Canal, Met mission 5

miles northeast Boon Is, at 1810, escorted her to position east

of” Newburypert, at 175C, and returned to base,

| 3O .
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Septe 11, No flights - unsuitable wenther,

Sepb, 12, K«=b5,
Tasgk Force One: in flight 1010-1710, Wind 10 knot 3E
bility 10 miless air snemd 40 Imots; ground ~3ned 35 Im
dlstance crve”ed 171,5 m*:es. LCT p081t on 1“00, 42-2111 70- 5??.

rlef of dav's Opsrations:

Preoceeded via North Hiver, to Boatun Harbor, and patrolled thils
ared, Feceived radic ﬂossage at 12356 to return to licrth Rlver
area, lere, a large laval Auxiliary was ccntacted and escorted
until 1245, at which time a radloc message was rscelved to return
to Beston Light to contaet and escort 2DD's and two Waval auxile
laries in group Y. Escorted group ¥ untll & milea from canal,
H=d then returned to Boston Light; on orders rscelved at 1440 to
contact the "SEMINOLE", group X 1515, contacted the "SEMINOLE"
and escorted group untll reaching a position 8 miles from canal,
Returned to base, on orders recelved at 1710.

Summesry of important orders received:

Task Force (ne - Two ships, the "PARISSIMA" and the "SEMINOLE"

are scheduled to leave Boston at QU900 Queens According to H.E.C.P.,
they have not passed through the gate. These shlps intendsd to
swing compasees in Massachusetts DBay beflore J“OCGPdin" te Cape Cod
Canal., !No informatlon 1is avallable as to whether this plan will
be adhered to, or changed. Both ships carry valuable cargo and
paszensers, In dispatches these shilps will be called Group X.
Their speed 1ls 12 knots. The ANCCH and CHICUPLE, two DD's, will
be depar iﬁq from Boatm at 1200 Jueen enroute to Gaae Cod Canal,
;neir speed 1s 14 knots. Ehiﬁ groun will be called Croup Y in

any dispatch. The K-5 will cover the PARISSIVA and :e SEMINOLE
upon thelr departure {rom Bostc“. It may be necessary to put the
¥=5 on the second grmup, in which case a digpateh will be sent to

¥=5 to cover Group Y, t Iz intended to use airplanes whenever
they can cpeﬂate, iﬁ whicd case the K-5 may be detached and sent
Blsew ierey The U.S,S."PFAIRTE" is enroute fror Boston to Portland,

Salem is attempting to cover, Iun the event it iz necesszary for
the K«5 to cover, this group will be known as Group Z. The posi-
tion ol the PRAIRTE at 1000 Queen la approximately 501-090, course
17°(#), Its speed is 9 knots, At 1245 Q. orders were received
from the statlien to proceed bto inltial point 570-694, Escort
group ¥, which left gate at 1215 Queen. At 1440 Queen, orders
were recelved from station to escort Group X, the "SEMINOLEM.
This ship passed Boston Light at 1515 Jueen. Orders were received
from the base at 1710 Queen to return to base and to send an T.T.A.

g? &ugd‘;t]
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5 Sept. 1 -~ 30, 1542

Sept. 12, (Conts) 8
Taslk Force Two: in flight 1911-2211, Wind 140" 14 knots; visi-
bility 1 mile; alir speed 45 lmoisj ground speed 40 knotsj dise
tance covered 120 miles, LCT posltion 41-46H 70-30%,
Proceeded, according to orders, Lo Buzzards Bay to cover ships at
anchor there until dayllipht, X0 met poor weather conditlons and at
2030 headed bLeck to bass,

Sept, 13. -5,

Task Force One: in flight 0859-1903, Wind, 3860°, 11 knotses
visibillity 10 miles; alr speed 46 knots; ground speed 44 knots;
distance covered 375 miles. LCT position 1200, 42-081W, 70-07W,.

Headed Tor Hallbut Pt. to patrol, a«s ordered, between there and

Cspe Cod Light. Reached former point at 1110, the lather at 1135,

and headed back towards Cape Ann, At 1213 position 4202314, 70°204W,

began patrol Love according tc orders recelved at 1145, At 1710,

K=5 was recalled and returnec tc base.

Sept, 14, K=-5 and K=3,

Task Force OnefK-5): in Clight 0510-1653. Wina variable; visibllity
25 miles; alr speed 45 Xmots; ground speed 45 lnots; distance
covered, 540 miles; LCT pesition 0800, 42-.52-N, 88«42W, 1200,
42-831, 89-1CW,.

Patrolled outer limits of area Love until 0930, Returning to base,

made a HAD centact at COUS, position (approximate) 420531, 69°18tW,

Object remalned censtant and staticnary, X5 was jeined by B-285

and 4 patrol planes; contact was developed wlth flares and bomb

markers and the blimp remained on the job until relieved at 1500 by
the EK-3,.

9 knotay visibility 10 miles; alr speed 40 miles; ground speed

58 miles; distance covered, 820 miles; LCT poslition, 43-15N,

69=-45W at 2000,
-3 pruceeded tc area of K-6's contact, arriving at 1420, Centinued
search untll about 2400 with negative results, It is believed that
the indicatlons cn K-5's equipment were ncilse signals., Two DD's
(Ho.*s 446 and 603), a British Trawler, and several alreraft were
also searching. At 1704, DD-446 made a slight scund centact and
dropped one charpe with negative results. The DD's ceased the hunt
at 2115, and the K-3 departed at 2400. Blimp arrived at Kace Pt,
about 0300 Sept. 15, and then {lew back to base.

Tagk Force Two:(K-3) in fllght 1240 - Sept. 15, 0517. Wind, 195°
:

Septs 15: K-=3.

Task Force One: in flight 1451 - Sept. 16, 0146, Wind, 219°, 20
Imots; visibillty 10 miles; slr speed 50 knots; cround speed 38
lmots; distance covered 435 mlles; LCT position 2000, 42-55N,
70-00W,

Proceeded to 42000'N, 70032'W on patrol Love. 1747 proceeded towards

Jef{rey's Ledge Buoy according to despateh orders to contact and

/& &,
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AIRSHIP PATROL SQUADRON 11
; CUTH WEXHOUT i

Sept. 1 - 30, 1942,

Sept. l5a K-E. (cont' da }
escort a frelghter from there. En rcute, receilved cancellation of
escort orders (ship had not left Portland) and at 2025, was recalled.

Septs 16.
e Tlights - mouldy weather.

Sept. % Ny K=3s

Task Force One: 1In flipght 1155 - 2100, Wind 6 lmobts; visibility
2 miles; alr speed 49 knots; ground speed 42 knots; dlstance
covered 295 miles; LCT position, 1200, 42-10%, 70-50W, 2000,
42-12N, 70-42W,

Proceeded to Canal In search of cargo passenzer ship there bound.

Arrived 1235 without meeting mission. Searched with negative

results along course she would follow., Complied with despateh

orders to proceed to 614 704, to Cape Ann, and returm tc base.

Septs 18, K«ll and K-3,
Task Torce One (K-11): in flight 1542 - 1922, Wind 1459, 10 knots:
visibility 5 miles; air speed 55 miles; ground speed 45 miles,

dlstance covered 175 milesj LCT position none.

Proceeded to a point 12 miles off Portsmouth to pick up a Brltish
trawler followins a coastwise route to Canal at 8.5 knots.
Arrived at 1620: no trawler, Searched with necative results for
£ hours and 20 minutes and headed south. At 1845, 1t was decided
to return to base. The sun had gset, and in the reduced visibility
which Tfollowed, the chances of sighting the trawler were very
small

Task Terce Two{K-3): 1in flight 1723 - Sept. 19, 1150. Wind 1109,
12 knots; visibility 3 miles; alr speed 45 knots, ~round-speed
30 knots, distance covered 540 miles; LCT position, 0800,
42-00 N, 70-22W, 2000, 42-28N, 68-56W.
Proceeded on course 079° T, to meet and escort KAWEAH and RAVEN,
Met ships in approximate position 42031' N, 68°30' W, at 2100, and-
escorted them on course 2630 T, until 0300 (Sept. 19), Fcg set in,
and blimp complied with orders to leave convoy and stand into
Sapg Cod Bay. She stayed there until fog lifted, and then returned
O Dase,

Sept. 19. K-14.

Task Force One: in flight 1500 - 1801.Wind 120°, 13 knots; visibe
1lity 7 miles; air speed 53 knots, ground speed 44 knots,
distance covered 57 miles,

Proceeded towards posltlon of reported sub-sighting 43°30' N,

70°08' W, Met with dense fog and so informed base, Was instructed

to centinue on course sending back hourly weather reports, At

1600, visibility was zero, and at 1630, In position off Cape Ann,

blimp was recalled,

Sept. 20. llo flights. X-1l1 out of commission repairing tire and wheel,

/ 33.
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Sept. 1 - 30, 1942,

Sept. 21, K-l4, :

Task Force One: in Ilight 0433 - 1832, Wind 021°, 23 knots, ‘
visibility 14 miles, air gpeed 53 knots, ground speed 31 knots,
distance covered 450 miles, LCT pocitions, 0800, 42-58, W,
69-56 W. 1200, 43-53 N, 68-27 W.

Patrolled to the northeast ang explored possible sites for an

expeditionary ZNP base at Deblols, Bar Harbor, and Rockland ,Me,

Sept, 22, K-1l and K-1l4. ‘

Task Force One )K-11): 1in flight 0629 - 1326, Wind 045°, 36 knots,
visibility 3 miles, alr speed 58 knots, ground speed 25 knots,
distance covered 175 miles., LOT posltions, 0800, 42-34 N,
69-45 W, 1200, 42<10 N, GS=55 W.

Ordered to search area of 42°47' W, 69°05! W, w ere GUINEVERE

had sighted sub. M"Rough air" and gusty winds from NE made s-:arching

difficult. Flew to above position; HE to 430201 N, 69°53' W, SW to

420361 W, 689481 W, and back to base. No sign of GUINEVERE or

sub was seen.

Task Force Two (K-14): 1in flight 2015 &« Sept, 23, 0525, Wind
220°, 10 mots; visibility 10 mlles, air speed 50 knots, ground
speed 45 knots, distance covered 380 mllés,

Escorted merchantman JAMES @, BLAINE (bound from Portland to New

York) from posltion 5 miles east of Boon Is., at 2218, to position

O miles east of Manomet Pt. in Cape Cod Bay.

Septs 23 Ke-ll and K-14,

Task Torce One (X-11): 1in flicht 0605 -« 1427, Wind, 20 lmots,
visibllity 15 miles, air speed 48 kmots, pround speed 40 knots,
distance covered 320 niles. LCT positions, 0800, 42.02 N,
6911 W, 1200, 43-23 I, 6925 W, ,

Routine patrol Love.

Task Force Two (K-14): 1in flight 1818 - Sept. 24, 0934, Wind,
1209, 15 knots, visibility 10 miles, alr speed 50 knots, ground
speed 38 knots, dlstance covered 462 miles, LCT positions,
0800, 42-31 N, 70-32 W, 2000, 42-43 N, 70-31 W,

Searched for COL. JAMES A MOSS along her estimated course, (0090 T,

at 11 kts; estimated 1900 posltion, 43926' N, 70°24' W,). Results

negative. At 2009 proceeded to Sequin Is., near which a sub had
been reported., Searched with negative results. Resumed search for
ship at 0130, and continued with no luek until it was time to
return to base., It was later learned that the ship had not left

Portland,

Septs 24, K-l1, ' :
Task Force One: in flight 0020 « 0820, Wind 215%, 15 knots, i
visibllity € miles, air speed 49 knots, ground speed 38 knots,
distance covered 330 miles

[ S
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AIRSHIP PATROL SQUADRON 11 Sept. 1 - 30, 1942,

T WETMOUTH, WASS.

Sept. 24, K-ll., (Continued)
Proceeded to intercept a 3 ship convoy (corvette, tuz, and PC boat)
at Race Pt. Visibllity was reduced: fog. Made broad sweep from
Race Pt., but was unable to locate ships.

Task Force Two: Wind 20 lmots, visibility 15 miles, alr speed -
45 knots, ground speed 30 miles, distance covered 187 miles,
LCT posltion, 1200, 41-46 N, 69-65 W,

Flight to photograph Nauset Harbor entrance snd *he South Weymouth

base.,

Sept. 25. K«3 and K-11, " ’
Task Force One (K-3): in flight 0803 - 0212, Wind, 270°, 12 knots,
visibllity 40 miles, air speed 50 miles, sround speed 43 miles,
dlstance covered 500 miles. LGT posltions, 1200, 43-48 N,
70-07 W. 2000, 42-46 N, 70-30 W,
Proceeded to Portland, We., arriving at 1020, Contacted mission
"A" (BB MASEACHUSETTss and carried out secret escort orders as
agslpned prior to take off. Cleared Portland at 1625 and headed
for base, At 1650 proceeded in compllance with disnateh orders to
pick up British tanker en route from Portland and escorted her to
the Canal, arriving at 1245, From there, proceeded to South Weymouth,

Task Force Two (K-1l): in flipght 1445 - 0100. Wind, 15 knots,
visibllity excellent, air speed 50 knots, ground speed, 40 knots,-
distance covered 400 miles, LGT position, 2000 42-41 W,
70=30 W,

Indoctrination flight; began modified Love patrol, 1735, prcceeded

to 12939' N, 70°20' W, where sub had been bombed by planes.,

Arrived at 1850, contacted planes and dropped flares, as directed,

on position of bombing., Continued search intil recalled at 2400.

Results negative.

Sept » 26. I{- Ll and K"‘S. =3 = =
Task Force One (E-1l1): in flight 0510 = 2217, Wind 11859, 20 Imots,
visibllity 20 miles, air speed 42 knots, ground speed 30 knots,
distance covered 480 miles., LCT posltions, 0800, 42«28 N,
69-44 W, 1200, 43-10 N, 69-03 W. 2000, 42-13 N, 69-45 W,
liade Love patrol, Sighted disabled fighlng vessel (MARTLT A and
VARY) at 0940, approximate position 43°08' N, 69008! W, Remained
with flsherman until ordered st 1645, to pick up freighter MEDINA,
S0 miles scuth and escort her to Bosten. Met ship at 1810, and
escorted her to 42010' N, 690°50! W, and returned to base, British
trawler smheduled to relieve blimp falled to arrive in time to do 80.
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Sept. 26, K-1l1 and K-3 (Continued) 2
Task Forece Two (K-3): -in flight 1310 - 2055, Wind, 1100, 20 knots,
visibility 8 miles, air speed 50 knots, ground speed 50 knots,
dlstance covered 325 miles, ILCT position, 2000, 4225 N,
70-3E W.
Bscorted DD=-126 and Naval Auxiliary F-20 from 5 miles scuth of
Platt's Bank, at 1530, until 1815, positiocn (approximate) 43008¢ W,
68755' W., and returned to base, At 1735, wae Informed by base that
K-1ll was on a mission in the Dosten and Cape Cod areaj that she
would be flying at 500 ft,3 that the K3 should fly at 1000 ft.
while returning to base through that area,

Septe 27, Lo flights: miserable weather,

Sept. 28. K""S.
Tagk Force One: in flight 1744 - Aug, 29, 1803, g
HEscorted WALDEN towing proup from 42017t N., 69023' W,, at 1900,
to 42004' N,, 70024' W. at 0500, Aug. 29, at which time, in view
of the length of her patrol, she was recalled,

Sept. 29,
No further flylng thls date.

Sept. 30. K3,

Task Force One: 1in flight 0030 - 0800. Wind 2059, 12 knots,
visibillty 15 miles, alr speed 42 Imots, ground speed 45 knots,
distance covered 300 miles, LCT position, 0800, 44-27 W,
c8-22 W,

Flight to Hunicipal Airport, Bar Harbor, lie, Althouch the trip

came off without incident of any kind, the rood weather condlitions

and the newness of the area covered had an almost lyric effect on
the crew of the blimp, The rollowilng contribution, an excerpt from
the report of young Ensign Doyle, the pilot, will doubtless live on
in the annals of Naval Red Tape as the purplest passape on record,

"At 0450, Queen, in the cold, calm darkness Just before dawn, the

peacefully sleeping hamlets of Ellsworth and Dar Harbor were

awakened by the gentle roar of the X-3's englne, as altltude was
reduced from 3000 to 500 feet over the plcturesque Municipal

Alrport,"

| 3 (o
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(e) Enemy Contact Reports.

K=4: Submarine Contact Renort Number 1 - Sept. 4, 1942

At 1632 a MAD contact was made at lat, 43-04N, and long., 60-29W,

A flare and a bronge powder bomb were dropped.

The destroyer was notified on the convoy frequency 2410, TIt's
call was "IULER". It was also notified by blinker,

The conbtact was investipated for a piriod of one-=half hour with
narative

The destroyer asked us if a magnetic contact could be made on a
whale, Ve answered nogative.

ife then informed us that "there are sunken ships",

Though the water was at 80 fathoms the possibility of a false
signal due to the extrsme nolse in the area, we decided to return to
the convoy,

The lecad destroyer was evidently satisfled so we rejoined convoy.

Ke4: GSubmarlne Contact Heport Number 2 - Sept. 4, 1942

At 1750 a periscope was sighted vy the nilot at the elevator
control, the forward lookout, and the mechanic at the mechanics panel.

The destroyer was immediately notified by velece, When we could
see him he was informed by blinker,

The position was 029 - 724, Depth of water 100 fathoms,

A bronze bomb was dronped In the area,

The periscope was sighted two times after the Mist atrhtl Lo
These times 1t was not definitely defined as a periscope, However on
the second sighting the observer stated that 1t looked like "an arm
sticking out of the water with a knob on the end of it"., "he color
was black., On the third sightling an other obscrver just saw an object
break water,

Flares were dro ped both times,

Destroyer renorted contact but couldn't hold it,

The alirship had a WAD contact, Two flares were dronped.

After asking the destroyer 1f they wanted CNAP notified and
recelving no angwer the nilot decided to notify the base and break
radio sllence,

The shlp was orderoad to send MO's on three seventy five. 7his
was done,

- The ship then told the destroyer if they had contact to move in.
The pllot thought that the destroyer was sitting off and wsiting for
the airship to drop charges,

The second destroyer then reported a contact. Ve told them to
move in, :

The base asked us for the weather, Wilch we did.

At 1851 the destroyer slgnaled the alrshlp that it was polng to
release charpges,

At 1853 it dropped four charges.

The destroyer signaled that 1t thought that the contact was
doubtful,

| 37 -
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(e) Inemy Contaect Nesorts,
f=4: fulmarine Contact Noport lMumbe: 2 - Sopt. 4, 1042 (Continued)

Tho arca was searched agaln with negative resulta,
The search was glven up al dark and the ships and the King 4 rojoined
the convoy,
Vic wore thon ordered to eturn to submarine area and come up on
3000 and try and contact destroyer which was on way out,
We patrolled area and were unablo to contact destiroyer,
. We left 0030 to return to Laase,

Se W HUGHES,

:I‘;nl}i{;n’ bl‘ - S; - 1:. 3—: -

A16-3/2P11(CHAPMB) ‘ 7 Septenber 1942

ADDENDA
(to Ke4 Submarine Contact eport Humber 2 - ZPron 11)

4 7 When the periscope of the submarine was first
siphted, this periscope was forward of the port beam of the aipre
ship at a distance of about 300 yards., The submarine was hoaded
In the opposite direction to that of the airship, Tho submarine
was sighted ahead and on the nort bow of the convoy heading
towards the convoy, anparently maling its asnroach for attaclk.

2e A brongze buoy and a flare were droppod from the
airship at once to act as a referonce noint, The airship im-
mocdlatoly turned to malto an attaclk upon the submarine, Tho turmn,
howsvor, toolt about throo-gndea-half minmites, aft r witeh the
alrship headed for the submarine area malkzing an HAD contact sevore
al mimites after naking the turn. “he ailrsilp did not dron hombs
lmedlately after making her MAD contact bocause

(a) The contact had not been fully developed

(b) The submarine had eon submerged for over throe
nimites (The depthebomb submergencoe was for 50 feet)

{c) A surface vessel had beon notifled and was enroute

(d) If bombs were drovped, there would be an error of
batween 500 and 720 foet due to the lag of MAD and
apesd of the alirshlp,

e The Istcrt Cowander was notifled & mediatoly after
sighting by veles transalssion, followed by blinker, A destroyer,
attached to the Iscort, arrive' at the submarine area ninutes after
the sighting re-sort was made,

(initialed) V, I, H.%
# Commander MNorthern Alr Patrol ) Vs Dy He
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